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CANDLES, A SYMBOL OF CHRIST 


Purveyors to the Vatican 
by Appointment 


CALL ON | 
THE MAN FROM EMKAY-— 


ONE Fast, Dependable Source 
for ALL your Candle Requirements!! 


The Emkay representative who serves fast — even special — service if and} 

your diocese serves in many ways: when needed. 

e He handles a complete line of candles e His products represent maximum # 
and accessories, all meeting Church quality at truly economical prices. 
specifications for design and quality. Emkay Candles burn slow and clean, 
In short, the Man from Emkay can are as perfect a symbol as a candle 
furnish all your needs from one de- can be. 


s ; . 
pendable source Mail coupon now for free 


e He is located near you, and can offer catalog and complete details. 


MAIL FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 


MUENCH-KREUZER 9 j~——————————————=—-— 
Candle Co., Inc. | MuENCH-KREUZER CANDLE Co., INC. 
Syracuse, N.Y. TEL.GR1I-6147 =| Dept. T-1060, Syracuse 1, N.Y. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO : 5 
225 5th Ave. 4001 N. Please send catalog with details on Emkay’s 
Room 639 Ravenswood Ave. l complete line of Church candles and accessories. 
BOSTON NEW ORLEANS 
73 Park Drive 6140 Gen.DiazSt. | [] Have representative call 
LOS ANGELES | 
745 E. Pico Blvd. Nees 
4 pAMCbr veo + ps cele an eine ea ea 
| Address... fi. 0.) lots eer 
THE | 
FINEST 
NAME | City & State 


IN CANOLES 


Campaign Reports... 


showing the results which can be achieved by following 


The ‘Fair Share’ Plan* 


of Catholic Fund-Raising 


St. Rita of Cascia Parish - Aurora, Illinois 
Capital Fund Campaign for New Parish Plant 


TOTAL PLEDGED: $353,701 GOAL: $350,000 
Number of Prospective Givers in Parish ....................s-:csscsccceccsecessecceeeees 818 
Number of Pledges Received to date 2..............ccccesceeececeeeneseeececeenseeecceeneee 693 

Cards Not Finalized (Vacations, ete.) ..2.:...0.....ccccc.e---ccssnnsceesseeee 18 

Unable to Pledge to Building Fund ©.22........0....0...2eeeesceeecseeteeeee 107 
Average Amount of All Pledges -........2.22......c-sccs-cseesncseotdocstaaetenstenee $510.00 
Percentage of Prospective Givers Who Pledged ..............ccectueeeeeee 84.7% 
Percentage of Fee and Expenses of Amount Pledged .......................- 2.53% 


St. Patrick’s Parish - O’Neill, Nebraska 
Capital Fund Campaign for New School and Convent 


TOTAL PLEDGED: $343,177 GOAL: $300,000 
Number of Prospective Givers in Parish ................2...22:ccscecececeeneseecseseeeees 613 
Number of Pledges Received to Date o...........c...ceccccceeedecceeececeeeceseeeeeecsenes 514 

Cards Not Finalized (Vacations, et.)  .2............c.-cccscccccssccseeseesseees 48 

WUnablesto Pledse-to, Buildings Fan 2.2..122-20.---z.s-+-c--seeesesseseteroscre 51 
Eaverare Amount Of All Pledges wir i 25. Be ceo, eco acts oe eee $667.00 
Percentage of Prospective Givers Who Pledged ...................2..2.cscese00+ 83.8% 
Percentage of Fee and Expenses of Amount Pledged ..............00........ 1.78% 


@ Pledges to these capital fund campaigns are in addition to the regular 
parish support, which is maintained or increased after a ‘Fair Share’ 
Plan Campaign. 

@ These campaigns were presented to parishioners through the use of 
six and eight page, tabloid-size, ‘Fair Share’ newspapers, which were 
written and layed out for the campaigns by our directors. 

CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


THOMAS RICHARD FINN FAIR dh 
AND ASSOCIATES 


314 East 51st Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: PLaza 3-4155 
Nights and Holidays: DEimar 3-2113 
NOW IN OUR 39th YEAR 


'*Trademark Registered — Canada / *Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
Member of The American Association Of Fund-Raising Counsel 
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INCREASED 
WEEKLY INCOME 


Techniques that produce the double 
effect of developing a capital fund and 
increasing weekly income are success- 
fully utilized by Hugo A. Gold Co. 
A single campaign suffices for both 
results. 


Write or phone collect to either of our offices 


Exclusively Catholic 


MIDWEST OFFICE: 
a 821 No. Karlov Ave. 
HUGO A WC Oy, Chicago 51, Illinois 


Gold ae 


WEST COAST OFFICE: 


COMPANY 
| aE ct 230 First Street East 


ECCLISIASIICAL P. O. Box 725 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS Sonoma, California 
WeEbster 8-4596 
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Catholic 
Mutual 
can 
save 
you 
money 
on 
your 
Parish 
Insurance 


CATHOLIC MUTUAL RELIEF SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
Dedicated to the Temporal Needs of the Church 
BOX 1155 OMAHA 1, NEBRASKA A 


840 October / 1960\ 


| 
1] 


Currente — 
'  Calamo 


The Catholic Statesman 


OR those of us who are more 

interested in a Statesman’s per- 
formance than in the church of 
his baptism — after all, Tito and 
Castro are also Catholics! — there 
is a handsomely printed and bound 
volume, tabulating with painstak- 
ing precision the voting record of 
every Senator and Congressman in 
Washington. It is the ACA-Index, 
prepared by Americans for Con- 
stitutional Action and published 
this summer at $15 by Human 
Events, 408 First St., S. E., Wash- 
ington 3, D. C. It costs so much 
because, physically, it is such a 
‘big book — 11 x 17 inches, 122 
pages, spiral bound, with more 
than 79,000 votes listed and evalu- 
ated. 

To test the book, we spent an 
engrossing few hours’ running 
down the record of our Catho- 
lice Senators: Dodd (Conn.), 
Hartke (Ind.), Muskie (Me.), 
McNamara (Mich.), Hart (Mich.), 


Kennedy (Mass.), McCarthy 
(Minn.), Mansfield (Mont.), Mur- 
ray (Mont.), Chavez (N. M.), 


Lausche (0O.), Pastore (R.I.), O’- 
Mahoney (Wyo.). 

Four of these are from New 
England, five from the Middle 
West, four from the West, none 
from the South. 

According to ACA, “mainten- 
ance of Constitutional principles” 
consists in support for 

1. Sound money against infla- 
tion, 

2. Economy against waste, 
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NATIONAL 


ISTRIBUTORS 


RECOMMENDS FOR YOUR 
PARISH RACK 


THE HEART 
OF MAN 


by GERALD 
VANN, O.P. 


“Man as Lover 
and maker.” 
75c 


A unique book written with com- 


passionate insight into man—his 
nature, problems, aspirations, and 


relation to God. It points the way 
to a happy, successful life through 
love and reverence. 


1 to 6 copies, 75c; 7 to 13 copies, 
67c; 14 or more copies, 60c. 


Write today for a complete list of 
parish reading materials. 

== Operated by the 
Sores 

PAULIST 
FATHERS 


180 VARICK S 


+ NEW. YORK 14, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE: WATKINS. .4-3560 
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SACRA-KIT 


YOU need this practical 


Portable Sick Call Set 


for these reasons ... 


@ Designed by a priest for use in 
hospitals, homes and emergencies. 

@ Ideal for Communion calls and 
administering the Last Rites. 

@ Tough, attractive leatherette fab- 
ric covers Sacra-Kit’s durable wood 
construction. Velvet lined. Last for 
years but won't show its age! 

@ Compact: 1114x10%2"x4” overall. 

@ Pull-out drawer provide instant 
access to your Ritual and stole, 
plus purificator, cotton receptacles 
and other sick call needs. 

@ Complete with removable crucifix, 
two glass-enclosed candles, exclus- 
Ive design spill-proof ablution cup, 
linen cloth and holy water bottle 

. EVERYTHING you need al- 
ways at your fingertips! 

®@ Satisfaction guaranteed! 


Ideal gift for priests anytime! 
only $30.95 complete 
F.O.B. MINNEAPOLIS 
or order from your local 
church goods dealer 

MFG. BY 


L. A. CALHOUN CO. 


4020 ELLIOT AVENUE 
MINNEAPOLIS 7, MINNESOTA 
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3. Private competitive market 
against Government interference, 


4. Local against central govern- 
ment, 


5. Private as against Govern- 
ment ownership, 

6. Individual 
coercion, 

7. National security. 

Of the 97 Senators considered, 
three rate zero, and of those three, 
two are Catholics. 

Median of the Senate as a whole 
is 33% supporting ACA objectives 
as just outlined. But the Catholic 
median is only 15%, and if you 
take Lausche away, it drops down 
to 10%. 

Dodd favored National Security 
as the pars tutior in every vote — 
100%. Lausche’s average is 63%. 
Hartke’s, 50%. Pastore’s, 18%. 
Chavez’, 17%. The rest, 0. 

Only Dodd and Lausche voted 


liberty against | 


not to subsidize Communist-dom- | 


inated countries (S. 1697). 

Every Catholic Senator voted 
to kill S. 654, which would have | 
restored to the States the right | 
to enforce their laws against sedi- | 
tion and subversion. } 

Except for Lausche, every Cath- 


olic Senator voted to leave the | 


rank and file helpless before pos- | 
sibility of tyranny from union | 
leadership: they voted down 

a secret ballot for strike votes; 

a restriction on the use of union 
dues for purposes not connected 
with collective bargaining; 

a ban on secondary boycotts; and 
the right of a secret ballot to re- 
call union officials. 

When you think of the fact that 
the Senate is marching us straight 
into Socialism, and yet its medi- 
an as a whole is more than twice | 
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Of Special Interest to Priests 


1959 CANON LAW DIGEST SUPPLEMENT 


By T. L. Bouscaren, S.J., and James I. O’Connor, S.J. 


Translation or digest of documents published in the 
Acta Apostolicae Sedis for 1959. Includes the letters of the 
Holy Office on the French “priest workers,” and several 
documents from individual dioceses made available to the 
public for the first time. The index covers 1958 and the cur- 


rent supplement. 
Loose leaf sheets, $2.50 


LEARNING THE MASS 


Arranged by Walter J. Schmitz, S.S. 


Excellent for the seminarian learning to say Mass and 
the priest who wants to “stay in touch.’ Gives general and 
specific instructions and text for a complete Mass; general 
instructions for: Requiem Low Mass, Sung Mass, and 


Benediction. 
Flexible binding, $1.50 
LEARNING TO SERVE 


By the Rev. Charles J. Carmody 


The only altar boys’ manual which combines directions 
for character formation of the boy with instructions on how 
Jha oles Latin responses in phonetics; a final section on 
rubrics. 


Paper, $1.25 
LEARNING TO SERVE HANDBOOK 


Furnishes the teacher with a lesson plan and details for 
the administration of this new approach to teaching servers. 
Paper, 50 cents 


MANUAL FOR ALTAR SOCIETIES 


By Louise M. Walsh 


An excellent book for the priest in charge of an Altar 
Society. Specific instructions are given for all duties Altar 
Society ladies perform in and around the sanctuary; direc- 
tions for organizing a society and a sample constitution and 
by-laws are also provided. 

Paper, $1.25 


At your bookstore 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
1410 Bruce Building, Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
(PERS SDR SES SE I TNE TIE TIT 
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LN pa Nt 


The famous shop 
for Catholic Books 


THE 


NEWMAN 
BOOKSHOP 


Catholie books, Prayer books 
and Bibles—all languages. We 
‘can supply all books re- 
viewed or advertised in The 
Priest. Catalogs available. 


For Mail Orders: Westminster, Md. 


226 N. Liberty Street — Baltimore 1, Md. 
901 Monroe St., NE—Washington 17, D.C. 


DACRON & COTTON 


Wash and Wear 
Neckband 
SHIRTS 
White 
or Black 


65 % Dacron and 
35% Combed 
Egyptian Cotton 
@ Wash-Dry 
Ready to Wear 


2 for 5] 3% 
$7.50 each 


High Count 
Combed Cotton Broadcloth 


White — $3.90 each — 3 for $11.25 
Black — $4.75 each — 3 for $13.73 


Suits - Cassocks - Coats 
MAIL ORDER—SEND FOR CATALOG 


M. H. PIERCE & CO. 


Manufacturers of Shirts for The Clergy 
Dept. P., PORT CHESTER, N. Y. 
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as good as that of its Catholic — 
members — including Lausche — 


it gives you pause. If you count - | 
Lausche out, the Senate is three | 


times as conservative as its Catho- 
lic members. 

Consistency percentages for sup- 
port of ACA principles average 
out as follows: 

Dodd 23 

Hartke 5 

Muskie 12 

McNamara 0 

Hart 0 

Kennedy 11 

McCarthy 4 

Mansfield 8 

Murray 5 

Chavez 21 

Lausche 81 

Pastore 17 

O’Mahoney 12 

As our spiritual nosegay follow- 
ing this meditation, let us recall 
the words of our Holy Father, 
Pius XI, expressed in Quadragesi- 
mo anno (1931): 

“No one can be at the same time 
a sincere Catholic and a true Soci- 
alist.” 


A Pleasant Surprise 


N connection with the 75th An- 

niversary of the Baltimore | 
Catechism, our former mentor and | 
long-time friend, Fr. Joseph B. 
Collins, S.S., National Director of 
the CCD, reminded us of some- 
thing we had long forgotten as 
ancient history. 

It is well over ten years since 
Fr. Bonaventure Fitzgerald, O.F. 
M., Cap., of the Catholic Informa- 
tion Society of New York, ap- 
proached us and asked us to work 
up a correspondence course based 
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VERDIN | 


Peas 


Beauitifel Bell. 


VERDIN ELECTRONIC CARILLONS 


The ultimate in electronic bell 
music. Magnificent tones of 
great swinging bells. Com- 
pletely automatic 168-hour 
programs of carillons and 
bells for all services. Mod- 
erate cost. 


VERDIN GENUINE BRONZE BELLS 


An achievement in bell crafts- 
4 manship! Perfect in pitch, 
overtone, depth, and intens- 
ity. Carillons, chimes, peals, 

and single bells available. No 
i finer bells are made. 


VERDIN AUTOMATIC BELL RINGING 


GET RID OF THE BELL ROPE! Verdin rings all bells 
automatically for full 168-hour program. New 
freedom for pastors. Present bells can be used. 


Send for folder THE |. T. VERDIN CO. © 555 DANDRIDGE STREET 
The Bell Ringers CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 
of America New York Office: 1671 E. 55th St., Brooklyn 34, N. Y. 


CARILLONS - CHIMES - PEALS - TOWER MUSIC 
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What about . 
CCS campaign fees ? 


On over 200 campaigns recently studied CCS 
fees averaged 3.2% of the amount raised. 


Worth it?...You would pay more in interest 
if you borrowed the same amount 
that can be raised in a CCS campaign. 


Community Counselling Service, 
provides a complete analysis 
of your potential at no obligation. 


LSE ER eT 
Community Counselling Service, Inc. 


Catholic Fund Raising & Public Relations 
Offices Throughout The United States and Canada 
International Headquarters: Empire State Building, New York |, N.Y., OXford 5-1175 


Other Offices in: 
ANTIGONISH, NOVA SCOTIA BUFFALO, NEW YORK CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
MONTREAL, P. Q. NUTLEY, NEW JERSEY OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 
You may call, or wire us collect. 
847 
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Priests join 


P-A-M GUILD 


to receive a new and 
different pamphlet 
“richt off the press’ 


@ The writers, covers, 
titles, and topics appeal 
to readers and the pam- 
phlets sell fast. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR RACK 
AND TABLE 

DISTRIBUTION: 


10 copies monthly 
for 9 months. 
$8.00 Postpaid 


Current pamphlet 
A GUIDE FOR 


THE SCRUPULOUS 
by Winfred Herbst S.D.S. 


ORDER BLANK 


P-A-M GUILD 
3115 S. Grand Blvd., 
St. Louis 18, Mo. 


C1 SEND 10 copies of your 
NEW pamphlet monthly for 
9 mos., $8.00 


1 one copy, $1.00 to 


ADDRESS2 23 SS eee a 


CJ Remittance enclosed 
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on the revised edition of the Balti- 
more No. 3 Catechism. 


This was an exacting assign- | 


ment that came finally to 140 
large sheets of printed material. It 
was intended for use mainly by 
Capuchin seminarians and priest- 
members of Fr. Bonaventure’s 
society. 


It came as a surprise when we 
learned that 40,000 copies of the 
course had been distributed, and 
that Fr. Bonaventure has positive 
proof of at least 1,200 converts re- 
ceived into the Faith and baptized 
after completing the course. 


Apparently it is still in demand. 
Details as to cost and procedure 
may be had from the Catholic In- 
formation Society at 214 W. 31st 
St., New York City 1. 


Sundries 


EORGE Gershwin borrowed the 
theme for his Rhapsody in 
Blue from the chimes of the Erie 
Cathedral. It was not the other 
way around. Seems that Gershwin 
spent some time in Erie while he 
was mulling over his proposed 
composition, and the hourly ding- 
donging of that theme struck roots 
in his consciousness with results 
that have delighted the world ever 
since. 


x &e &€ 


A similar loan is discernible in 
the well known Perpetual Help 
hymn. Its first four notes were 
lifted from the Westminster 
chimes. We once lay overnight 
waiting forthe boatin Cobh and 
noted that the Perpetual Help 
hymn rings every hour—an added 
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Enhance Your Parish 
WITH 


Oriental Rugs 


FROM THE WORLD’S LARGEST and | 
FINEST COLLECTION 


OVER 6,000 TO CHOOSE FROM 
e ANTIQUES ¢ CHINESE 
°eMODERNS ¢ AUBUSSONS 


SOME TYPICAL VALUES 
Specially priced 


Mihriban, 12.0 x 9.0 $385.00 
Keshan, 17.8 x 10.3 _.. $1800.00 
Sarouk, 9.0 x 4.7 $635.00 
Kerman, 7.0 x 4.0 _.__... $425.00 


A world of quality from America’s 
foremost direct importers 


EXPERT CLEANING and 
REPAIR SERVICES 
featuring EXCLUSIVE 


ReVuG 3s clean 
Spray Process 
APPROVAL Developed by specialists — gently and ef- 


ORDER ON . 


fectively floats dirt away ... revives the 


NO OBLIGATION justre and beauty of fine rugs. 


vik Daol ‘ 

Foi cent Babpravet. PLUS... a full staff of native weavers and 
Give accurate area meas- artisans skilled in the repair and restora-° 
urements when writing. tion of fine rugs. 


THE ORIGINAL FREE ESTIMATES 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION 


NAHIGIAN 121 South Wabash Ave. [ 
Corothers INC. Chicago 3, Illinois 


ESTABLISHED 1890 FRanklin 2-8800 
(all Departments) 
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phrase every 15 minutes — from 
the steeple of the local church. 
* * * 


The National Catholic Cemetery 
Conference announce their 13th 
Annual Meeting to be held at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Mon- 
treal, October 11-13. 

* % * 

Choirmaster, 31, married, three 
children, wants full-time position. 
Can organize cathedral-type choir 
of boys and men. Address the edi- 
tors. 


For Your Information 


BBs Clergymen’s National Ad- 

visory Committee of the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America has set forth “three pre- 


ORDER DIRECT 
FROM THE WORKSHOP IN 


requisites” which it says would 


end controversy between the fed- | 


eration and the Catholic Church. 


The committee’s statement was. 


released at the start of a meeting 


in Des Moines, Iowa, of the fed- | 


eration’s national governing board. 


The clergymen’s group is made | 


up of 33 Protestant and Jewish 
churchmen representing 18  de- 
nominations. 


In its statement, the committee | 
referred to “one large communion” 


which “holds a different view” 
about birth control than does the 
committee. A spokesman for the 
Planned Parenthood Federation 


said the “communion” referred to | 


is the Catholic Church. 

The statement declared that “our 
view and the opposing one need 
not continue to collide if three 
prerequisites are recognized: 


“1) All public programs of con- 


traceptive information, service and 


OBERAMMERGAU 


Stations of the Cross 
Crucifixes 
Christmas Cribs @ 
Church Furnishings 


Original designs executed 


@ Statues 
Reliefs 


according to specific order. 


ALFRED O. ZWINK 
studio for woodcarving 
OBERAMMERGAU 
GERMANY 
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1864 
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SYMBOL 


a 


OF PERFECTION 
IN FUND RAISING 


Will he jump? 


The Catholic Priest is attempting to 
bring him back . . . Back to reason . 

Back to God. Statistics show that most 
times the leap is prevented... The Priest 
is doing his job... Trying to save souls. 


The Catholic Priest has many, often daily, 
occasions to perform exciting—danger- 
ous—"jobs” for which he was ordained. 


Most times, however, the Priests “jobs” 
are not visible to the average layman. 
These are the tasks which go unheralded 
in the newspapers. Yet, it is these daily 
... almost routine works of charity, un- 
derstanding, guidance, which take his 
“time” to say nothing of taxing his physi- 
cal and mental well being! 


We believe the Priest, therefore, does not 
... and should not... have 
the “time” to involve him- 
self with “additional jobs” 
such as raising funds! This is 
our job... and we are ready, 
willing, and able to do just 
this for any Catholic Priest 
who invites us in for a per- 
sonal interview. 


WG 


Daniel Charles Thomas 


Mc CARTHY BROTHERS 
And Associates Sne. 


NEW YORK 
119 West 57th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 
Tel: Judson 6-6502 
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BALTIMORE 
330 North Charles St. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Tel: Lexington 9-6320 


PITTSBURGH STAMFORD 
345 Fourth Ave. 2135 Summer St. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. Stamford, Conn. 
Tel; Grant 1-4546 Tel: Davis 5-3518 
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research should exempt from par- 
ticipation anyone with ethical ob- 
jections. 

“2) Conversely, the objections of 
some must not be permitted to 
deprive others of contraceptive 
assistance which is scientifically 
authoritative and which may be 
required of them when in con- 
science they believe birth control 
fulfills the will of God. 

“3) Physicians, research scien- 
tists, clergy, medical workers and 
others connected with such pro- 
grams must be guaranteed full 
freedom to exercise their profes- 
sional skills and discharge their 
professional responsibilities.” 

The statement went on to com- 
plain that the Catholic Church 
“wishes to impose its view on 


STERLING “see 


CHALICES 


Beautiful artistry and skilled workmanship give dis- 
tinction to each Chalice in Shreve’s extensive selection. 
Prices (including paten and case) range from $125. 


SHREVE’S 


Established 1852 


Write for our 
Catalog 
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those of other religious beliefs.” 


“It has repeatedly blocked re- 
peal of legislation in two states 
limiting contraceptive information 
and serivce; it has ‘opposed the 
policy of permitting physicians in 
tax-supported hospitals to provide 
contraceptive assistance. when 
needed and requested even by 
persons who are not its communi- 
cants; in many cities it has ob- 
structed Planned Parenthood mem- 
bership in health and welfare 
councils; and recently it has 
thrown a barrier in the path of 
recommendations that government 
assistance be given to birth con- 
trol programs in needy nations 
which desire such aid,” the state- 
ment said. 

At a session of the meeting, Cass 
Canfield, president of the feder- 
ation, called for medical research 
to make the rhythm method of 


SILVER 


SAN FRANCISCO 8 
CALIFORNIA 
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Proven 
«Performance 


THE C.1.S. CONVERT INSTRUCTION COURSE 


is broken down into seven sections. In addition to the general 
introduction and method of study, each section begins 
with a brief explanation of the matter covered in that sec- 
tion. Each lesson in each section carries a “down-to-earth” 
summary of the important truths contained in that lesson. 
Word studies, charts, practical suggestions and information 
of special interest to the prospective convert. 


There are seven sets of test sheets made up of true-false, 
multiple selection, and fill-in exercises. These tests are so 
arranged that the student must constantly refer to previous 
sections of the course as he advances in his study. The pur- 
pose here is to highlight by constant repetition those beliefs 
and practices essential to formation in the student of a prac- 
tical Catholic conscience and viewpoint. 


Incorporating the entire new Confraternity Edition of 
the No. 3 Baltimore Catechism (which sells for one dollar at 
any book store) PLUS more than one-third as much addi- 
tional material, price for the entire course is $1.25 postpaid. 
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birth regulation more reliable. He 
said this would help end the “holy 
war” between the Catholic Church 
and supporters of birth control. 
This comes to us from N.C.W.C.. | 
News Service. ; 


It Pays 
To Advertise... 


ROM a certain Matrimonial 
Tribunal comes the story of 
the breathless young thing who 
ran in and asked how long it 
takes to get a Pauline Privilege. 
“Oh, not too long,’ said the 
young monsignor, thinking of the 
shorn sheep, the bruised reed, and 
the smoking flax. 
“T’m so glad,” she said. “Would 
you have time to make one out 
for me right now? You see, I’m 
double-parked just outside the 
front door.” 
A neighboring pastor, desperate- 
ly seeking to fill his bulletin late 
one Saturday night, made the mis- 
take of writing up both the Paul- 
ine Privilege and the Privilege of | 
the Faith. After Mass next day | 
he found a couple waiting for | 
him in the parlor: “We want one | 
of those privileges that you ad- | 
vertised in this morning’s bul; | 
letin,” they told him — and they | 
had a case! 
We had one not too long ago. | 
While we listened in silence the | 
principal told us an agonizing 
story of run-arounds and brush- 
offs by no less than five different 
priests. 

“Father,” she concluded, “why 
is everyone so reluctant to take | 
my case?” | 

We sighed deeply and then told 
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her the truth: “Madam, this case 
will be on my conscience and on 
my desk for the next six months. 
It involves endless paperwork con- 
cerning an uncertainty. It is the 
sort of thing for which a Phila- 
delphia lawyer would charge at 
least $5,000. But I'll take it.” 

And we did — with the melan- 
choly reflection that some souls 
are much, much harder to save 
than others. 


‘Sharpshooting’ Explained 


| Raven members of a congrega- 

tion who insist on “hearing” 
Mass from the back of the church 
and, as one pastor describes them, 


Ryan- West & : 


BANKNOTE 


look like sharpshooters when they | 
get down on only one knee, may 
have reason for their actions, ac- 
cording to an eastern psychiatrist. 


Speaking informally, this spe- 
cialist admits he has not made a 
comprehensive study of the sub- 
ject but nevertheless feels that 
the “sharpshooters” — about 95% 
male—may be victims of claustro- — 
phobia. This is a malady of an © 
emotional nature that causes the 
sufferer to experience varying de- 
grees of fear when in confined lo- 
cations. “While it is usually asso- 
ciated with places of limited area 
—a small room, for instance,” the 
physician explained, “the crowd- 
ing together of a large number of 
people in even a large auditorium 
may also make some individuals 
uncomfortable.” 


ES 
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Here is a theology of Mary which is construct- 
ed on the firm and orthodox principles of 
Scripture and Tradition. Father Bernard shows 
how the mystery of Mary is necessarily relat- 
ed to the mystery of Christ and how true de- 
votion to Mary should necessarily lead to Christ. 

$4.95 
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the author adapts himself to the character of 
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He told of one well known TV 
performer who approaches the 
panic point when riding to her 
studio in a crowded elevator. “She 
has gained the reputation for be- 
ing temperamental because she in- 
sists that the elevator carrying 
her not stop to pick up other pas- 
sengers,” he said. 


According to this authority in 
his field, those who congregate at 
the back of the church or who slip 
into one of the rear pews may not 
be conscious that they have an 
emotional problem. At all other 
times they are likely to act en- 
tirely normal and, he insists, they 
are not mental cases but simply 
reacting to a fear that may or may 
not have been developed through 
some earlier experience. One of 
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his patients who was a claustro- 
phobia victim had been punished 
as a boy by being sent to his dark- 
ened bedroom whenever he misbe- 
haved. 


This psychiatrist was consulted 
several years ago by a contractor 
who was called upon to modernize 
the office of a dental practitioner. 
Among his recommendations was 
to design the reception and oper- 
ating rooms of the dental office 
along more generous lines. Most 
operating rooms, he had observed, 
were just large enough to accom- 
modate the dental chair and the 
dentist’s supply cabinets. By mak- 
ing this area larger, he pointed 
out, patients inclined toward claus- 
trophobia would have one less 
emotional difficulty to bring to the 
office and thus the discomfort of 
their appointments might be less- 
ened. 
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the parents of the children in your 
parish school could know just half 
of what is covered in this booklet 
. . . they would be more coopera- 
tive . . . your teachers would be 
happier and you will have strong 
support for your parish school. 


Catholic Management Journal says .. . 


“It would be a good 
idea. to give this 
pamphlet to parents 
enrolling their children 

in Catholic schools for 
the first time. As a pas- 
tor with a school, Fa- 
ther Chiodini explains 
those “‘little’’ things +that 
only parents can do to 
help their children ge 
along’ “in ™schooli=, ©. 


SOME OF THE 
CHAPTER HEADINGS 


eHow Bright Is Your Child? 
eThe First Day of School 
e Obedience Must Come From 
the Home eHow the School 
Is Operated ¢ Parish Boun- 
daries eSchool Customs 
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Costs eTuition—School Bus 
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‘Selective’ Nationalism 


jn asking Canadian aid and 

support for his regime in the 
Congo late last summer, Patrice 
Lumumba said flatly: ‘There 
has been no raping whatever of 
white women in the Congo Re- 
public.” 

A report from the field, 
however, in the shape of a 
tearsheet from the South Afri- 
can Observer (Reuter-A.P.) of 
Cape Town, gives the lie to 
Mr. Lumumba. 

Reuters reports to this paper 
a statement by the Bel- 
gian Minister of Justice, Mr. 
Laurent Marchiers, made on 
July 18, that 291 white women 
had been raped by Congolese 
natives. 

He said that 230 men and wo- 
men had been severely mal- 
treated, 10 shot, two burned, 
and three stoned. 

Some women had been raped 
several times. One women was 
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unable to say how many times 
she had been violated by 
“waves of natives.” 

According to Reuters, the 
minister was opening for the 
first time files of a special com- 
mittee set up by the Belgian 
Government to investigate the 
atrocities in the Congo. 

The commission is headed by 
a justice of the Supreme Court, 
and members are high-ranking 
Belgian judges. 

The minister said that the 
cases disclosed by the investi- 
gations after 12 days’ work were 
only those told by people who 
suffered from the brutalities or 
by people who were verified 
witnesses to atrocities. 

“This is why, in the brief 
period of investigations con- 
sidered so far, we have little if 
anything to say about people 
who died,” the minister said. 

At Kimpese, he said, a wo- 
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man was raped by three sol- 
diers in a car. Her children 
were in the car at the time. 
At Jolu, five women — three 
of them nuns — were raped 
28 times each, at least, he said. 


A Few Cases 

The following are extracts 
from authentic reports: 

“There have been many 
rapes. And they have been on 
a color basis: black has raped 
white.” 

“I was stripped naked and, 
with my hands tied behind my 
back, I was forced to watch 
10 Sisters being raped. I spoke 
to two American missionaries 
who had been raped,” said a 
priest. 

“Refugees arriving in Lusaka 
today told the gruesome story 
to a voluntary worker of a 
Leopoldville Mother Superior 
having her hands cut off and 
being left to die. She was found 
still alive and flown to Brus- 
sels, where almost as soon as 
she landed on Belgian soil she 
died. It is reported that she had 
worked for 40 years among the 
Africans of the Congo.” 

“I also know personally of 
the case of one mother with 
three small daughters who re- 
mained in the hands of soldiers 
and civilians for 24 hours. 

“I examined her and her 
body was covered all over by 
serious contusions and burned 
all over by cigarettes. She was 
raped continuously. Her two 
elder daughters, aged eight and 
11, were also raped. When I 
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saw them they were unable 
to walk. The mother could not 
speak properly and was in a 
condition of psychological con- 
fusion.” 

“At the Leopoldville Airport, 
I administered penicillin injec- 
tions to 250 women who re- 
quested such treatment follow- 
ing rape at Congolese hands. 

“One of the worst statements 
I have heard in detail concerns 
a woman who, after being vio- 
lated, was subject to slow tor- 
ture. Hairs were torn from her 
body in such a way as to drag 
the skin with it. Hair and skin 
were 'tthen forced into her 
mouth.” 

“The women were stripped 
naked and herded together into 
a group. Drunken native troops 
danced around them in a circle 
in a frenzy. The women were 
raped, then thrust naked into 
the tiny cells of the detention 
barracks at the camp. A na- 
tive soldier tried to pull a dia- 
mond ring from the finger on 
one young girl. The ring stuck 
fast. The soldier cut off her 
finger with his bayonet.” 

“At the airport tonight there 
were 12 women from Djolou, 
halfway between Coquhuilat- 
ville and Stanleyville. They 
told reporters that they had all 
been raped repeatedly by Con- 
golese soldiers in a night of 
terror. 

“A former local administra- 
tive officer said his wife — 
who was covered with angry 
bruises — had been raped be- 


October / 1960 


‘SELECTIVE’ NATIONALISM 


tween 20 and 30 times. They 
did the same to three nuns who 
were with about 20 of us, im- 
prisoned all night and hand- 
cuffed.” 


Inhuman Treatment 


“The Belgian officers were 
tied together with rope and left 
without food or water. Later 
some of them were stripped 
and tortured with jets of water 
from hosepipes, indecently as- 
saulted, and paraded through 
the street and jeered at by the 
Congolese population. 

“The native soldiers then 
closed in on the officers’ wives 
in the villas at the camp. Each 
woman was ordered to return 
to her own villa. That night 
many Congolese visited the vil- 
las and each Congolese com- 
mitted outrages. Frequently 
their husbands could hear their 
screams.” 

There have been no apologies 
for all this, no statements of 
regret from the “government.” 
On the contrary: according to 
a correspondent for the Journal 
of Commerce, “The disquieting 
factor is that after the riots 
and raping, there is no sense 
of shame among the common 
Congolese people, but rather a 
reflection of haughty arrogance 
and pride over what they have 
done ... The average Congo- 
lese in Leopoldville now looks 
on the rioting as something bet- 
ter than a Sunday football 
game.” 

Lumumba’s attitude is typi- 
cal: “There has been no rap- 
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ing whatever of white women 
in the Congo Republic.” 


Clattering Fallacies 


“Emergent nationalism’ and 
“self-determination” have long 
been catchwords of the avant- 
garde in our midst — not, one 
hastens to add, with respect to 
the greatest and most tyranni- 
cal colonial power known to 
world history. Since 1945 the 
plea for self-determination has 
been a highly selective sort of 
thing. It must never be taken 
as referring to Hungary, East 
Germany, or the Ukraine, for 
instance. 

Self-determination, as used 
among advanced social plan- 
ners, applies only to territories 
governed by Western powers: 
Belgium, France, Portugal, The 
Netherlands. 

But their devious ratiocina- 
tions fairly clatter with falla- 
cies and inconsistencies. Let us 
make a few applications: : 

Self-determination for the 
Congo? Very well. So the Ka- 
tanga region under Premier 
Moise Tshumbe wants its own 
independence, with diplomatic 
recognition and membership in 
the UN. But we are told at once 
that self-determination does 
not apply in this instance. In- 
deed, Mr. Hammerskjold is to 
take those bluebonnets of his 
and drive out the Belgian sol- 
diers at bayonet-point if need 
be. 

Why the difference? Is it be- 
cause, as it so often happens, 
the Kremlin is again sending 
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its signals to the avant-garde 
via the transmission belt? Mos- 
cow wants chaos in the Congo 
— a vacuum. Lumumba has 
proved himself a master at pro- 
ducing chaos, whereas Tshumbe 
is maintaining orderly govern- 
ment. Therefore Tsumbe must 
go and to hell with self-deter- 
mination. 


Nationalism is a Good Thing? 
Fine. But try crying “America 
first!” and watch what follows. 
Nationalism is a Good Thing 
only when it can be used as 
a lever to prise and chivvy the 
various uncivilized peoples of 
the world into the Communist 
orbit. But if it is interpreted 
to mean that our country should 
give serious thought to liquidat- 
ing the debt and reducing 
taxes, then it becomes a very 
Nasty Thing indeed. 


On the other hand, “interna- 
tionalism” is a Good Thing 
when one speaks of the UN and 
a World Court. But “interna- 
tionalism” becomes a Nasty 
Thing when applied to religion. 
An international Church would 
be unthinkable. 


Some Cultures Are Better 


Latent in all these attitudes 
is the inference that all cultures 
are equally good: that the cul- 
ture of Islam = the culture 
of Jewry = the culture of 
Buddha = the culture of tote- 
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mism — the culture of Chris- 
tianity, and so forth. 


This is the basis of UN de- 
liberation and action. Both 
Lumumba and Tshumbe seek 
admission to the UN, where 
their ‘opinions and _ decisions 
will equiparate those of the 
Christian nations. And if a 
World Court ever gets going, 
we can expect the spectacle of 
a witch doctor handing down 
judgment on Catholic Ireland 
and Spain. 

Of course, it is not true that 
all cultures have equal value. 
That culture is best, simply, 
which most effectively achieves 
the observance of Natural Law 
among its people. 

We have seen a hideous dem- 
onstration of that in the facts 
herewith reported concerning 
the Congo. Those people have 
no culture at all. For instance 
the UN troops have found that 
the best way to break up a dis- 
turbance is to have a military 
band strick up a quick march. 
The natives immediately leave 
off rioting. They all break out 
in wide grins and start jigging. 

There are many, many lessons 
to be learned from meditation 
on recent events in Africa, but 
one thing stands out like green 
pants on a sailor: The Congo 
was much better off under the 
benign and enlightened admin- 
istration of the Belgians. 
R. G. 
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The New Rubrics 


An elucidation 


HE general reform of the Sa- 
cred Liturgy, so ardently 
desired by liturgists, so long 
awaited, has been advanced a 
further step by the publication 
of the revised rubrics of the 
Roman Breviary and Missal in- 
augurated by the Motu proprio 
“Rubricarum instructum” of 
Pope John XXIII under date of 
July 25, 1960. 


The restoration of the Lit- 
urgy was begun nearly half a 
century ago by that very ex- 
perienced and practical pontiff, 
St. Pius X, in the famous Motu 
proprio “Tra le sollecitudini’” 
(1903) on the reform of Church 
music. Then came the Aposto- 
lic Constitution “Divino affla- 
tu” (1911) concerning chiefly 
the new disposition of the 
psalms throughout the week in 
the Divine Office. 

Finally appeared the Motu 
proprio “Abhine duos annos” 
(1913), followed at once by a 
general decree of the SRC, by 
which the paramountcy of the 
Sunday was restored, and the 
ferial offices given their due 
place by the suppression of 
miany octaves, the increased use 


A consultor of the SRC, Father 
O’Connell has just been appointed 
by. the Holy Father to the Litur- 
gical Commission in preparation 
for the Vatican Council. Father 
O’Connell’s parish is in Wales. 
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of responsories of the season, 
and the limitation on the trans- 
lation of impeded feasts. 


In this last document, the 
saintly pope sadly explained 
that further reform had to be 
postponed because of the many 
difficulties that it involved, and 
he outlined the principles on 
which it must be based: a sim- 
plification of the calendar of 
the Universal Church, which 
had become overcrowded with 
the feasts of saints; the revision 
of the passages of Sacred 
Scripture, of the writings of 
the Fathers and Doctors used 
in the Liturgy, and of the lives 
of the saints used at matins; 
and the. general simplification 
of the liturgical books. 


The War Intervenes 


The work of reform—which 
in any event St. Pius had fore- 
seen would take a long time— 
was interrupted by the first 
World War and its aftermath; 
and, though a new typical edi- 
tion of the Missal did appear in 
1920 embodying some of the 
Pian reforms, it was not really 
resumed until the pontificate of 
Pius XII. 

That great pope forwarded 
the movement of reform by 
many important changes: 

a. The publication of a new 
Latin version of the psalms 
(1945); 
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b. The restoration of the 
Liturgy of Holy Week (1951 
and 1953); 


ec. The simplification of the 
rubrics of the Breviary and 
Missal (1955) along the lines 
laid down by St. Pius; and 

d. The Instruction on Sa- 
cred Music and Liturgy (1958). 

All this work of reform and 
restoration involved the pre- 
paration of a vast body of de- 
tailed rubrics, and these new 
rubrics were never properly 
embodied in and coordinated 
with the old General Rubrics of 
the Roman Breviary and 
Missal. Those of the first Pian 
reform were merely added on 
to those rubrics in the form of 
Additiones et variationes, pre- 
sumably because it was realized 
that the restoration was un- 
finished and provisional. 

Indeed, when the simplifica- 
tion of rubrics was issued by 
the SRC in 1955, publishers of 
Breviaries and Missals were 
forbidden to make changes, for 
the moment, in any new edi- 
tions of these books. In the in- 
tervening years since the first 
steps in reform, a number of 
replies of the SRC to queries 
had added further legislation. 

All this, as the present pope 
points out in his Motu proprio, 
means that “as a result of many 
corrections, changes, and addi- 
tions, the entire body of the 
rubrics has, over the years, in- 
creased enormously, not always 
in an organized systematic 
fashion, and so with some loss 
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of its primitive clarity and sim- 
plicity.” 
A Commission Appointed 


Accordingly, the task of sim- 
plification and general revis- 
ion of the rubrics—as part of 
the full reform and restoration 
of the Liturgy—was commit- 
ted to a group of experts of the 
SCR in the pontificate of the 
late Holy Father. That work 
having now been completed, 
the present pope has decided 
that, while the fundamental 
principles for a general litur- 
gical restoration should be sub- 
mitted for consideration to the 
Fathers of the coming Ecu- 
menical Council, the correction 
and right ordering of the ru- 
brics should no longer be de- 
layed but put at once into 
effect. 

And so the Holy Father has 
approved the decree Novum 
Rubricarum of the SRC which 
embodies this, and ordered it— 
with a revised calendar—to 
come into effect on January 1, 
1961. 

The general aim of the new 
code of rubrics has been to get 
rid of a parasitic vegetation 
that has grown around the rite 
of the Divine Office and Mass 
in the course of centuries, and 
continue the restoration of the 
Sunday jand ferial offices, of- 
ten detruded by the offices of 
feasts, whose number has been 
continually increasing. Accord- 
ingly— 

a. The rubrics have been 
codified, corrected, and recast— 
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on historical and_ practical 
grounds — to secure greater 
simplicity and clarity, and for 
this purpose, amplified or ab- 
breviated as each case demand- 
ed; 

b. The calendar of the Uni- 
versal Church has been some- 
what simplified; 

c. There are no 
changes; 

d. And scarcely any changes 
in the actual rite of the Mass. 

Present Books Still Usable 


And so— 

a. Basic changes in the rite 
of Mass and textual changes in 
the Office and Mass have not 
been dealt with but will, it 
seems, be considered at the 
coming Ecumenical Council; 

b. The many changes made 
in the existing rubrics of the 
Breviary and Missal do not 
make the current books obso- 
lete. These changes can be put 
into operation by mere elimi- 
nation. 

Among the very complicated 
rubrics of the Breviary and 
Missal — whose interpretation 
has given many a headache to 
the rubrician in the past—to 
which the new code brings 
welcome simplification and cla- 
rification, are those concern- 
ing 

a. The calendar to be fol- 
lowed for Office and Mass; 

b. The number, order, and 
conclusion of commemorations 
and other added prayers; 

c. Votive Masses, their 
classification and _ privileges; 
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Requiem Masses, their classifi- 
cation and privileges; 

d. The order of precedence 
of liturgical days—a clear table 
is supplied. 

The chief new privileges 
are— 

i. The greater use of proper 
Masses hitherto given in the 
Missal pro aliquibus locis only; 

ii. A much extended use of 
votive Masses for special occa- 
sions; 

iii, The extension of the 
privileges of the Forty Hours’ 
Prayer to an interrupted ado- 
ration; 

iv. The elevation of the 
Nuptial Mass to the rank of a 
votive Mass of the _ second 
class; 

v. The faculty granted to a 
pastor to have a special votive 
Mass and oratio imperata in 
certain circumstances; 

vi. The extension of the 
privileges of the Exequial Mass, 
combined with some minor re- 
strictions of these, and of the 
Requiem Mass in die obitus; 

vii. An extension of the 
privilege of adding a votive 
prayer for himself on the anni- 
versary of a priest’s ordination. 

Greater Strictness 


On the other hand, in a few 
points the old rubrics have been 
made a little more strict: 

i. Lauds, being morning 
prayer, may not be anticipated, 
and vespers ought to be said in 
the afternoon; 

ii. Priests with choir obliga- 
tion may not sing office in 
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choir during the celebration of 
the conventual Mass; 

iii. The faculty of a local 
ordinary to impose an oratio 
imperata is further limited; 

iv. A homily at Mass may 
not be preached while the Mass 
continues. 

Some minor changes which 
were logically called for: 

a. All antiphons are in fu- 
ture to be said fully both be- 
fore and after their psalms; 

b. At the Office said alone, 
Domine, exaudi replaces Domi- 
nus vobiscum; 

c. Benedicamus Domino is 
said at the close of Mass only at 
the liturgy of Maundy Thurs- 
day evening and in Masses fol- 
lowed by a procession. In these 
cases, too, the celebrant’s bless- 
ing is omitted. 


Changes In The Mass 


The very few minor changes 
in the actual ceremonial of 
Mass include: 

a. The omission of the 
psalm Judica and the confes- 
sion when Mass is preceded by 
certain functions, eg., the 
blessing and distribution of 
candles, ashes, palms; 

b. Benedicamus Domino no 
longer replaces Ite, missa est at 
the close of a Mass which does 
not include the Gloria in excel- 
Sis; 

c. The last gospel is omitted 
on certain occasions, e.g., at the 
third Mass on Christmas Day, 
at a Requiem Mass followed by 
absolution of the dead; 
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d. The omission of Confiteor 
and absolution before Holy 
Communion given within Mass. 

e. The “medium” voice for~ 
certain parts of Mass is sup- 
pressed. 


Some of the ‘changes that 
may perhaps be regarded as 
minor alleviations of clerical 
obligations are these: 


1. The feast of the titular of 
a cathedral is no longer cele- 
brated throughout the diocese; 

2. On the days of the Lesser 
Litanies (Rogations), the reci- 
tation of the Litanies of the 
Saints binds only when there is 
a procession; 

3. The Divine Office on 
Sundays and on ordinary doub- 
les will have only three lessons 
at matins; 

4. The Blessed Sacrament 
prayer is not said at a Mass 
which precedes a brief exposi- 
tion of the Sacred Host; 

5. The anniversary of a 
diocesan bishop’s election, con- 
secration, and possible transla- 
tion will be ‘commemorated 
only once each year; 

6. In Masses other than 
conventual and_ ordination | 
Masses on days when five les- 
sons precede the epistle, only | 
the first prayer and lesson || 
need be said. 

In the Motu proprio publish- | 
ing this new code of rubrics, the 
invocation of customs contrary | 
to them has twice been effect- 
ively barred in very ‘sweeping 
language. 

It need hardly be remarked } 
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that the new code of rubrics 
for the Roman Breviary and 
Missal should receive a cordial 
welcome from the clergy. It solve rubrical conundrums. 


THE NEW RUBRICS: 


+ + 
++ 4+ 
+ + 


To Sir Winston on His ‘History of England’ 


There is a decided “slant” in connection with Mary Queen 
of Scots, who, we are told, “connived” at the murder of her 
husband, Darnley, and whose part in the Babington plot to 
kill Elizabeth “was undeniable.” 

But for a writer of history now to assert such things as like 
a man of science declaring the earth to be the center of the 
universe. 

For the case against Mary rested solely on letters she was 
said to have written, letters that were never seen except by 
those who accused her. 

Mary herself demanded to be shown them. So has poster- 
ity. But the letters vanished. 

There is no mention in your pages of the spy, decipherer of 
documents, and forger Philips, who made the “copies” of the 
letters on which Mary was convicted. 

These instances are typical of the way in which Catholics 
are condemned, and their society belittled, in your otherwise 
praiseworthy, subtly charming and always readable pages. 

—Piers Compton in the London Universe. 
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certainly will be welcomed by 
those whose task it is to pre- 
pare the various Ordos and 
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6 e 
Confidential 
NCWC NEWS SERVICE 
A HIGH authority in the Sa- 
cred Congregation of Sem- 
inaries and Universities has in- 
formed the N.C.W.C. News 
Service that no document has 
been issued recently nor is any 
anticipated which _ specifies 
what television programs sem- 
inarians may watch. 

A secular news agency (AP) 
reported on August 1 that the 
congregation decreed that sem- 
inarians could view only news- 
casts, children’s programs and 
certain sporting events. The re- 
port was attributed to Vatican 
sources. 

In March, 1958, the Sacred 
Congregation of Religious said 
in a letter to religious super- 
iors that it does not consider 
necessary a complete ban of 
television for all religious com- 
munities nor does it approve 
unlimited use of television. The 
congregation said the prudent 
judgment of superiors should 
guide its use. 

Several years ago, there was 
an instruction for Italy’s sem- 
inaries specifying the TV pro- 
grams that could be watched. 


Despite the rather intimate title, 
these items have already been per- 
used by the hundreds of subscrib- 
ers to NC-News, including all of 
the hierarchy and Catholic editors, 
both priests and laymen. Of its na- 
ture, the material is not suitable 
for more general circulation. 
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For your information 


But no such instruction has | 


been given for seminaries 
throughout the world. 
* * *% 


The Premier of one of Afri- | 
ca’s newest nations is a priest 
who has been in trouble with | 
his bishop. 

He is Father Fulbert Youlou, 
who was elected mayor of Braz- | 
zaville, capital of the Republic 
of the Congo, a part of former 
French Equatorial Africa. 

Father Youlou, now the Con- 
go’s Premier, has been in 
trouble with his ecclesiastical 
superior since he ran for public 
office in 1956 despite his bish- 
op’s formal prohibition against 
it. 

It has been reported from 
France that the priest has been 
suspended from his priestly 
functions. 


Reports from the Congo say 
Father Youlou has been known 
to carry a revolver in his pock- 
et, and is surrounded by an 
armed bodyguard. 

It has been reported that Fa- | 
ther Youlou has not been care- | 
ful to dissociate himself from | 
the propaganda of a bizarre re- 
ligious sect which seems to) 
have significant political influ- 
ence in the Congo. It has also 
been reported that some of 
those surrounding the Premier 
have claimed publicly that he. 
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is the successor and envoy of 
the founder of this sect. 

The sect propagates the cult 
of André Matswa, a visionary 
whom some have called almost 
a sorcerer. His disciples have 
sought to present him as a new 
incarnation of Christ. Present- 
ly, they place Matswa in a 
strange trinity, comprised of 
Matswa, Christ, and a fetish 
ealled Ngol, a deification of 
Gen. de Gaulle. Devotees of this 
cult are reported to be growing 
daily among the native popu- 
lation of the Congo. Their 
credulity is such that in the leg- 
islative elections of 1956, some 
35 per cent of the ballots in the 
urns in Brazzaville were mark- 
ed with the name of Matswa, 
- who had been dead for 14 years. 

* * * 

A man who estimates that he 
bilked businessmen in six states 
out of $35,000 while posing as 
a Catholic priest was arrested 
(July 28) by police in Detroit. 

The man, a 29-year-old Ne- 
gro who identified himself as 
Wiley Rowe, admitted that he 
traveled throughout the coun- 
try for five and a half months 
passing bad checks. He admit- 
ted using his “priest routine” 
in Tennessee, Kentucky, Geor- 
gia, Illinois and Indiana before 
coming to Detroit. 

* * * 

A man who posed as a Cath- 
olic priest in the alleged mil- 
lion-dollar swindle of a Florida 
widow was released in Chicago 
on $5,000 bail. 
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A dealer in antiques was ar- 
rested at his shop in Chicago 
on August 22. He was charged 
in a warrant as a fugitive from 
Dade County, Fla., where he 
was indicted for grand larceny. 
He and four other men were 
accused of obtaining $1,155,000 
in cash, real estate and secur- 
ities from Mrs. Genevra McAI- 
lister, 71, of Miami. 

Dade County authorities said 
the man was introduced to Mrs. 
McAllister as “Father Leon of 
Leon, France.” The authorities 
said the widow was told an or- 
phanage in the French city was 
in danger of being closed be- 
cause it lacked funds to finance 
a lace factory where nuns work- 
ed. She was told that the fac- 
tory supported the orphanage, 
authorities said. 

The five men were accused 
of getting the cash, real estate 
and securities from the widow 
between September, 1959 and 
March, 1960. The case is sched- 
uled to go on trial in Dade 
Country in October. The man 
was released on bail pending a 
hearing on the fugitive war- 
rant. 

* * * 

The Apostolic Delegation has 
declared that Father Ramon 
Talavera of the Archdiocese of 
Asuncion, Paraguay, has neith- 
er sought nor obtained from 
competent ecclesiastical author- 
ity any permission to come to 
the United States. 

Father Talavera is thought to 
be in the United States now. 
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In June, 1960, he was known to 
be in Washington seeking per- 
mission to appear before the 


Inter-American Peace Commit-— 


tee of the Organization of Am- 
erican States as a representa- 
tive of the Christian Civic Cru- 
sade, a political organization 
with headquarters in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 

Father Talavera is a leader in 
political efforts against the 
present government of Para- 
guay, whose President Gen. Al- 
fredo Stroenner, rules under a 
state of siege. 

In March 1959, the Archdi- 
ocese of Montevideo, Uruguay, 
where Father Talavera had 
gone for medical treatment, ap- 
plied sanctions on him for en- 
gaging in political activities 
contrary to Church regulations. 

* * * 


An authority of the Congre- 
gation of Rites has informed the 
N.C.W.C. News Service that no 
document has been issued by 
that body eliminating from the 
ritual of Baptism for adult con- 
verts phrases possibly offensive 
to members of other Faiths. 

Secular news agencies and 
daily newspapers reported 
(Aug. 1) that an unnamed Vat- 
ican scource had disclosed that 
four phrases had been stricken 
from the special ritual of Bap- 
tism for adult converts from 
paganism, Judaism, Moham- 
medanism and from a heretical 
religious body. 

However, the N.C.W.C. News 
Service was told that a new 
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edition of the Roman Ritual is 
to be published at a yet-un- 
established date. The authority 
said that “it is not improbable | 
that there will be various small 
changes and deletions contain- 
ed in the new edition.” 

U.S. liturgical experts con- 
tacted shortly after the alleged | 
disclosure was reported said 
the Church in the United States 
does not use the Baptism ritual 
which contains the four 
phrases. 

The phrases are found in the 
Baptism ritual for adults which 
is contained in the complete 
Roman Ritual. In the United 
States, however, only the form 
for the Baptism of infants is 
used and the phrases do not ap- 
pear in it. 

The phrases occur during a 
portion of the ritual when the 
priest warns against relapsing 
into the person’s former faith. 

If the person was a pagan, he 
is asked to “abhor idols and re- 
ject their images.” 

If he was a Jew, he is asked 
to “abhor Jewish infidelity, re- 
nounce the false beliefs of the 
Hebrews.” 

If he was Moslem, he is ask- | 
ed to “abhor Islam’s infidelity, 
renounce this evil and faithless | 
sect.” | 

If he is a member of a her- 
etical sect and the validity of | 
his previous Baptism is ques- | 
tioned, he is asked to “abhor | 
the evil of heresy and renounce | 
the infamous sect of —————_.” 
He then names the sect. 
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Must the Parish Priest 
Know Theology ? 


Fr. Weigel thinks not 


¢¢ ALL over the world, not 
strictly in the U.S., the 
average priest who goes 
through a seminary is totally 
innocent of all theology.” 


This was one of several re- 
marks made by Father Gustave 
Weigel S.J. during the Semi- 
narians’ Week which was held 
last summer in Toronto. The 
observations concerning the 
parish priest and his training in 
theology were made during the 
course of a panel. Father also 
said that the priest engaged in 
parochial work “doesn’t have to 
have any theology at all.” How- 
ever, he did allow ‘“‘that the four 
years of seminary theology do 
the future pastor no harm.” 


If my priest readers are sur- 
prised at such remarks, I assure 
them that there are more to fol- 
low along similar lines of 
thought. For Father Weigel has, 
indeed, some very strange ideas 
on this topic. 

But I do think that Father 
chose the wrong place for 
“sounding off? on this sub- 
ject. The study of theology 
is not easy. And the average 
seminaran, certainly in Amer- 


Father O’Neil is pastor of St. 
Joseph’s, Beaverton, Ontario. 
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ica, is itching for the works of 
apostolic activity. For a zealous 
aspirant to the priesthood to at- 
tend a “Week” calculated to 
make him a better priest, and 
to be told that his present 
course in theology is quite un- 
necessary, and this by a “name” 
speaker, is a sad happening. 
If Father Weigel was anxious to 
“start something,” then he 
should have chosen a rectory or 
community common room to air 
his views — not a platform be- 
fore impressionable youngsters. 


In order that the reader might 
have a more adequate concep- 
tion of the outlook of Father 
Weigel on this question, it 
would be best to obtain a copy 
containing the various discus- 
sions of the 1959 “Week.” The 
issue is called ‘“Communica- 
tions,” and may be obtained 
from Saint Basil’s Seminary, 
Saint Mary’s Street, Toronto. 
However, I shall try to present 
Father’s frame of mind as well 
as I can in this article. 


Speaking as a pastor, I 
should, firstly, like to make a 
few observations of my own as 
to what I believe a seminary 
should do in preparing one for 
the priesthood in general, and 
parish priests in particular. The 
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seminarian should be taught 
that a priest is first and fore- 
most a “man of God.” He is one 
“set apart.” He is an offerer of 
“sifts and sacrifices” concerned 
with the “things that appertain 
to God.” In the seminary, the 
student is isolated from the 
world for a time in order that 
he may live in the milieu re- 
quired to develop the sanctity 
and knowledge for such a sub- 
lime state. The knowing, loving 
and serving God aspect: the 
concept, then, of adoration and 
that of the priest leading the 
people in giving homage to the 
Creator — this is the outlook 
which the priest must possess. 


Having studied philosophy so 
that he might learn how to reas- 
on in an orderly manner on 
things in their ultimate causes, 
the seminarian is now introduc- 
ed to theology, where he learns 
“the science of revealed truth” 
based on Sacred Scripture, Tra- 
dition and Reason. And it lies 
in the very essence of theology 
to be not only the doctrine of 
God and of faith, but also of re- 
ligion. That is why we have the 
old adage that “Theology teach- 
es of God, is taught by God, and 
leads to God.” 


The Theologian 


Is it not a platitude to observe 
that the seminarian studies 
theology according to the natur- 
al and supernatural gifts that he 
possesses? So he may be weak 
in theology, but he is, neverthe- 
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less, a theologian. His whole life 
should now be centered on God, 
and souls insofar as they are 
related to God. So he will make 
every effort to fulfill the in- 
junction: “Thou shalt love the | 
Lord, thy God with thy whole | 
heart, and with thy whole soul, | 
and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind, and thy 
neighbor as thyself.” 


The theologian learns the im- 
portance of principles that guide 
correct thinking and living — 
Sentire cum Ecclesia. He sees 
how heresies have played their 
part in showing forth the “bal- 
ance wheel” attitude of the 
Church. For heresy is prone to 
overemphasize one truth and to 
deny another. He is given 
“background” training through 
his course, whether he is study- 
ing dogma, moral, or pastoral. 
Lectures in Sacred Scripture, 
canon law, Church history and 
liturgy help to give him a well- 
rounded mentality for his 
priesthood. Certainly he will 
also have to be equipped with a 
knowledge of practise in the 
care of souls, and this training 
will be influenced by what his | 
future work will be. He may be | 
a secular preparing for paro- 
chial endeavors, or a religous | 
who will be teaching in a col- 
lege. But his course in theology 
is not simply given with the | 
notion that it is to be learned for 
practical application. Unfortu- 
nately, this utilitarian attitude 
towards knowledge is altogether |; 
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too prevalent among English- 
speaking peoples on this side of 
the Atlantic. 


The present policy in semi- 
naries is to present a general 
course in these subjects. This 
gives a student the opportunity 
of manifesting any special apti- 
tudes for further studies along 
particular lines. Professors 
dealing chiefly with average 
students preparing for the se- 
cular or religious priesthood, es- 
pecially if they are to be parish 
priests, must not teach as 
though they were preparing 
graduates for lives of research 
in ecclesiastical archives, a sit- 
uation that can be a grim real- 
ity in some seminaries. The 
teacher must avoid, then, 
spending too much time on 
particular problems, but rather 
try to give the student a view 
of the entire course. But while 
a seminary might not provide 
“all the answers” to the semi- 
narian, yet if he has learned 
priestly thinking and how to 
seek information before acting 
imprudently, then his professors 
are worthy of commendation. 

Of course, the priest will use 
much of his theological know- 
ledge in his sermons, inquiry 
classes, and in hearing confes- 
sions or giving spiritual di- 
rection. But he should not be 
trying to apply every bit of his 
theology to practise. On the 
other hand, theology and its al- 
lied subjects should be the life- 
long study of the priest. 
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However, suppose we _ get 
back to Father Weigel and the 
panel discussion. One of the 
questions proposed to him was 
this: “What relationship is there 
between our seminaries and un- 
iversities and their role as you 
conceive them? And should they 
not be different from, say, a 
barbers’ college? Should not 
the training that we get in our 
seminaries be different in kind 
from that which other people 
get in a barbers’ college?” 


The Seminary and the 
Barbers’ College 


And Father replied: “No, I 
don’t think so! A barbers’ col- 
lege that turns out first-rate 
barbers is a fine institution. A 
seminary that turns out first- 
rate priests is a fine institution. 
Between parish priests’ func- 
tioning and a university there is 
no relation whatsoever. That is, 
I’m afraid, one of our ambigui- 
ties, that somehow or other, the 
seminary should be a university 
school, which is nonsense. I 
think that we must distinguish 
between a seminary and a fac- 
ulty of theology. These are two 
different types of institutions. 
In a seminary, you try to teach 
the ordinary tricks and devices 
to carry on parochial work and 
a certain amount of pastoral 
wisdom, not necessarily pastor- 
al science, to deal adequately 
with the people of God. This 
is what I expect the seminary 
to do. If it produces something 
extra in the form of piety, so 
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much the better. But this has 
nothing to do with the science 
of theology. I am not afraid to 
say it. All over the world, not 
strictly in the U.S., the average 
priest who goes through a semi- 
nary is totally innocent of all 
theology. And this is no criti- 
cism of his seminary at all. If 
only he were to know that this 
is so and keep his big mouth 
shut, then we’d be happy. That’s 
all I’ve got to say.” 

But Father had considerably 
more to say, although nothing 
that appeared to be very con- 
structive. I shall not cover all 
his answers, but rather those 
that seem to be the best exam- 
ples of his line of thought. So 
another question was: “Where 
would you have the parish 
priest educated beyond the 
seminary, or in addition to the 
seminary?” 

The ‘Habitus Theologicus’ 


To this query Father Weigel 
said: “Why, I don’t see why I 
should send the barber any- 
where else but to a barber col- 
lege! If he’s going to be a parish 
priest, prepare him for that 
work. This does not make him 
a theologian. This does not 
make him an intellectual. It 
does not in any sense make him 
a scientist. And we don’t need 
these values in our parish priest. 
We need practical knowledge, 
strategies and devices, and 
much more, the thing that is 
wisdom, which of course is not 
a science. 
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“Now, if we have candidates 


for the priesthood who also 


show talent for something be- 
yond parochial service, then you 


can of course send him to that. 


university school which cor- 


responds to his talent. It may — 
be theology. Theology is not | 
can | 


something that anybody 
learn. You need a habitus theo- 


logicus which can be developed | 


in some people, but even there, 
there must be a dispositio in- 
nata or infusa, at least, on which 
you can build the habitus. This 
is not a universal gift of God. 
God gives his gifts in terms of 
His own wisdom. Now when I 
find a man with such a dispo- 
sitio, then I shall send him to a 
faculty of theology.” 


How one discovers a student 
with the aptitude for theologi- 
cal studies, when no theology 
is to be given him in the semi- 
nary, Father does not say. The 
lowering of the present stand- 
ard of priestly preparation con- 
tinues with another question 
being proposed: “I know a 
number of parish priests who 
are highly intelligent men. 
What makes you so sure, if you 
are sure, that these would not 
be better priests, for an ac- 


quaintance with, or at least, an | 


introduction to the scientific 


notion of theology rather than | 


merely a technical training?” 


The answer to this was: “I’m | 


sure that these intelligent 
priests that you mention, and 


there are many such, if they had | 
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a training — let us say in chem- 
istry — would also have a full- 
er effectiveness in the parish 
affairs, especially in the chicken 
suppers. But this is completely 
accidental. If this man really 
understands his own talent, he 
should do something about it 
himself. This is not the function 
or the training ground for par- 
ish priests.” 


A further objection is raised 
to Father Weigel’s notions: 
“Well, the kind of training that 
you would get in a production- 
line seminary of which you 
have spoken would tend to 
deaden any interest—any nat- 
ural enthusiasm, that someone 
might have.” f 

“For theology? Yes, certainly, 
but what of it? See, I don’t in- 
tend to identify theology with 
the faith. I still live the faith I 
learned from Sister Claudia in 
fourth grade; but theology had 
nothing to do with it. She was 
a good catechist.” 

A little later, referring again 
to parish priests, he says, “I 
would say that if he has a talent 
for theology, he will develop 
it. This is quite accidental but 
if he has a talent, that should 
in itself urge him to do some- 
thing. He’ll be a homemade the- 
ologian. But that’s no worse 
than no theologian at all.” 


Competent Knowledge? 


One would naturally imagine 
that Father would now be pois- 
ed and eager to explain his 
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well-thought-out course that 
would replace theology in the 
seminary, of which, according 
to him, the parish priest knows 
nothing anyhow, even though 
he has passed examinations in 
the subject. It was a seminar- 
ian who posed the obvious 
question: “Father, since the 
parish priest who is going to be 
a preacher, doesn’t have to have 
a knowledge of theology as a 
theologian would have it, 
would you define more precis- 
ely what sort of a knowledge 
of Christan Doctrine he should 
have in order to be a good 
teacher.” 


One can picture the assemb- 
led gathering waiting with 
varying degrees of bated breath 
for the answer. And this was 
the reply: “I frankly can’t see 
the meaning of your question.” 
Nothing daunted, however, our 
seminarian tried again: “Well, 
you’re saying the parish priest 
does not have to be a full-fledg- 
ed theologian in order to be a 
good parish priest. Now, what 
does the parish priest have to 
have?” 

The reply this time is: “You 
know who the patron saint of 
all parish priests is, don’t you? 
And you know how he got 
through the seminary. Go 
ahead.” 

The seminarian then said: 
“Don’t forget that the Curé of 
Ars had a certain amount of 
enlightenment, and Pope John 
pointed out in his recent ency- 


877 


THE PRIEST 


clical that parish priests who 
use the Curé of Ars as a model 
are not to use his lack of 
knowledge as an excuse for 
slumping off in their studies. 
I don’t believe that he was re- 
ferring just to pastoral sub- 
jects when he said that. Now 
my question was asked because 
I know that to be a teacher, a 
priest has to have a minimum 
knowledge of Christian doctrine 
and I wondered just how far 
that knowledge should go. I 
heard from one of my professors 
in the seminary, and I hope I’m 
not misquoting him, but he 
seemed to imply that the 
priest was very close to being 
a theologian, and the reason I 
asked the question was to find 
out more precisely just what 
he needs besides taking courses 
in pastoral theology or pastoral 
care to be a good priest.” 


The answer can be summed 
up by quoting the highlights of 
the response: “Much depends 
upon his own particular talent. 
Certainly a good priest must 
have established a true contact 
with the people of his parish 
and must have the capacity for 
communication in terms of the 
idiosyncracies of his own time 
and place. I think that the par- 
ish has a right to expect that he 


have the openness of mind 


which is the fruit of college 
training. I think they have the 
right to expect this, because 
after all, he’s been through this 
kind of a course and the 
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Church of God, by and large, 


has paid for it. And, therefore, 


an openness to questions which 
are relevant to the moment and 


to the place, and an openness | 
to findings concerning these © 


questions should be the mark of 
a good parish priest.” 


‘No Theology Required’ 


Then Father continues by 
removing the criterion for judg- 
ing these questions: “How much 
theology does he have to have? 
I would say that he doesn’t 
have to have any theology at 
all.” 


And the substitute? “I be- 
lieve that the catechisms are 
admirable statements of the 
basic truths of faith. And _ it 
seems to me he should know 
those, and should know how to 
communicate them vitally and 
relevantly to the people of God 
with whom he is.” 


We are not enlightened here 
as to whether the Dale Carneg- 
ie course should also be added 
as a major, although one might 
suspect that such would be the 
case in the progressive semi- 
nary. Would Baltimore III be 
too difficult for the average 
seminarian? Might it not be bet- 
ter to use the Ella May Horan 
productions, with their pretty 


pictures and fill-in answers? I | 
hope the reader will pardon me | 


for appearing to be facetious 
about Father’s position. But I 


find it difficult to take him too | 
question. , 
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seriously on this 


MUST THE PARISH PRIEST KNOW THEOLOGY? 


Speaking a little later to the 
same seminarian who believed 
that he was studying theology 
in the seminary, Father said of 
his courses: ‘‘They’re not theo- 
logical but they point to theo- 
logy and that’s rather import- 
ant. And I think that the four 
years of seminary training do 
the future pastor no harm.” 


It might be helpful to ‘‘clear 
the air” if we quote from the 
encyclical Menti nostrae of 
Pope Pius XII which is per- 
meated with the lofty standards 
which priests must strive to 
possesss. Regarding priestly 
studies he says: P 


“In the intellectual training 
of young seminarians—although 
other studies, especially those 
relating to social questions, so 
necessary today, should not be 
overlooked — the greatest im- 
portance must be given to phil- 
osophical and theological teach- 
ing according to the method of 
the Angelic Doctor brought up 
to date and adapted to meet 
modern errors. Study of these 
subjects is of maximum impor- 
tance and usefulness both for 
the priest himself and for the 
people. The masters of the 
spiritual life state that the study 
of sacred sciences, provided 
they be imparted in the right 
way according to correct sys- 
tems, is a most efficacious help 
in preserving and nourishing 
the spirit of faith, checking the 
passions, and maintaining the 
soul united to God. It must be 
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added that the priest whc is 
the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world must labor 
mightily for the defense of the 
Faith by preaching the Gospel 
and confuting the doctrinal er- 
rors opposed to it which are 
disseminated today among the 
people by every possible means. 
But these errors cannot be ef- 
ficaciously fought if the unas- 
sailable principles of Catholic 
philosophy and theology are 
not thoroughly known.” 


Utility of Theology 


There can be no question, it 
seems to me, about the position 
of the Pope on this matter. The 
average seminarian studies 
theology, and it is of the “great- 
est importance and usefulness” 
for souls. It is a help to sanctity. 
It is necessary for defending 
the Faith to know theology. So 
if abuses have crept into the 
lives of parish priests result- 
ing, perhaps, in what Pope calls 
the “heresy of action” then a 
change of attitude must be 
brought about in these priests 
if they are to be effective medi- 
ators between God and man. In 
spite of the many building and 
financial burdens that beset so 
many of our clergy; and not- 
withstanding the care of num- 
erous souls and our shortage of 
clergy, yet that is no cause for 
suggesting production-line sem- 
inaries. It -does not justify 
“tenth-rate” standards with a 
product possessed of the “ordi- 
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nary tricks and devices” along 
with “a certain amount of pas- 
toral wisdom” to administer, or 
assist in, the parish plant. 

Again, Pius XII emphasized 
the scholastic method of teach- 
ing with these words: 

“In this connection, it is not 
out of place to recall that the 
method of teaching which has 
long been in use in Catholic 
schools is of particular efficacy 
in giving clear concepts and 
showing how doctrines en- 
trusted as a sacred deposit to 
the Church, teacher of Christ- 
ians, are not lacking those who, 
departing from the teachings of 
the Church and _ overlooking 
clarity and precision of ideas, 
not only depart from the cor- 


cea 


rect method of our schools but | 


open the way to errors and con- 
fusion, as sad experience shows. 


In order to prevent wavering 


and uncertainty where eccles- 


iastical studies are concerned, © 


We strongly exhort you, vener- 


able brethren, to watch careful- | 
ly that the precise rules laid | 
down by the Apostolic See for | 


such studies be faithfully re- 
ceived and translated into act- 
ion.” 

The Church, while introduc- 
ing such practical training as 
the recent “pastoral year” for 
religious, nevertheless retains 
the solid methods for training 
in priestly mentality that will 
send forth a ‘man of God” who 
will be “all things to all men.” 


> 


Spectre Of His Past 


The story goes that a Tyrone farmer, his wife and children 
had their lives made miserable by a poltergeist—one of that 
nasty tribe of ghosts which specialize in throwing furniture and 
objects about, and kicking up an infernal din. 

This went on for a considerable time, so it was not sur- 
prising that the family decided to move house—or “flit,” as 


they say in the North. 


While they were loading a van with their household be- 
longings, a surprised neighbor on his way home from Dungan- 
non inquired, “Jim, don’t tell me you’re flitting!” 

Before the farmer could reply there was an unmerciful 
clatter of pots, pans and pails from the back of the van and a 
squeaky voice that didn’t belong to this earth was heard to say, 
“Aye, we’re flitting!” —The Irish Digest 
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Apostasy as a Profession 


The fallen priest 


Mane priests remember in 

their daily Mass and 
prayers a seminary classmate 
or colleague who has abandon- 
ed his calling. Hands which 
once lifted God above an altar 
and traced the sign of the cross 
in absolution now point out 
the features of a life-insurance 
policy, total columns in a ledg- 
er, or correct high-school Eng- 
lish themes. 


Rarely do these consecrated 
hands strike the Mother they 
once served and rarer still do 
they volunteer to labor in the 
tangled vineyards of funda- 
mentalist Protestantism. Once 
having rejected the obedience 
due his bishop or religious su- 
perior, the apostate priest is 
unlikely to accept the yoke of 
preachers and evangelist-em- 
ployers. 

Several agencies, however, 
seek to enlist the services of 
fallen priests or monks. Of 
these the oldest and best known 
is Christ’s Mission of Sea Cliff, 
N.Y. 

Formerly, Christ’s Mission 
operated in New York City it- 
self, but several years ago it 
purchased an 18-room house on 
a three-acre plot overlooking 
Long Island Sound. This mod- 


Readers will remember Mr. 
Whalen’s fascinating article on 
the Masons in our July issue. 
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est estate serves as its propa- 
ganda center as well as a “re- 
habilitation” home for ex- 
priests. 

Actually, only two genuine 
ex-priests remain on the full- 
time staff of the Mission, al- 
though others come and go and 
several send in news items from 
Italy and South America. The 
May 1960 issue of Christian 
Heritage (formerly the Con- 
verted Catholic) reveals that 
Walter Montano, executive di- 
rector since 1951, has resigned 
to found another organization, 
which he is calling the Western 
Hemisphere Evangelistic Union. 
His post has been filled by a 
Protestant minister, the Rev. 
Stuart P. Garver. For the first 
time the operation is headed by 
someone who has never been a 
Catholic himself, much less a 
priest or religious. Trouble has 
been brewing for some time 
since Montano tried to direct 
the Mission’s activities at long 
distance from his own home in 
Glendale, Calif. 

Montano himself was never 
ordained. He spent several 
years in a Dominican monas- 
tery in Bolivia and may have 
received some minor orders. He 
finally stopped calling himself 
an ex-priest, but Christ’s Mis- 
sion finds it relatively simple 
to present a confused lad who 
may have spent a few months 
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in a novitiate as a former monk. 
Nor does the average Southern 
Baptist entertain any profound 
thoughts about minor and ma- 
jor orders. 

Until recently, the Mission 
dressed an elderly gentleman 
in the robes of an archbishop 
and introduced him to credu- 
lous audiences as a converted 
Catholic bishop. They were 
confident that few if any of 
his listeners would know the 
difference between the Catho- 
lic church and the minuscule 
Old Catholic sect from which 
he claimed episcopal consecra- 
tion. 

Angelo Lo Vallo and Alfredo 
Florez make up the “priestly” 
staff of the Mission today, which 
also employs about 20 business 
officers and secretaries. Lo Val- 
lo studied in Genoa and was 
ordained in 1943. Six years la- 
ter he submitted his “resigna- 
tion” as a priest to the bishop 
of Scranton, Pa. He has since 
attempted marriage and Mr. 
and Mrs. Lo Vallo cover the 
winter lecture circuit together. 
Florez, a native of Peru, came 
to the United States in the fall 
of 1950 to serve as curate of a 
parish on Long Island. He left 
the Church a year later and has 
since been ordained a Lutheran 
minister. 


The Trustees 
A 16-member board of trus- 
tees controls the organization 
and consists of Protestant min- 
isters, Bible college presidents, 
and evangelists. Chief support 


882 


of the field work comes from 
Baptists, Methodists, and Pres- 
byterians. The National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ has 
never endorsed the Mission, al- 
though the National Association 
of Evangelicals, POAU, and the — 
Masonic Scottish rite, Southern 
Jurisdiction, provide financial 
and moral assistance. 

Activities of the Mission in- 
clude publication of the month- 
ly magazine, nationwide lecture — 
tours, sale of exposés and tracts 
by ex-priests and ex-nuns, 
production and distribution of 
motion pictures. Earlier this — 
year, the Mission opened a 
Reading and Inquiry Room at 
250 W. 57th St., New York City. 

The magazine claims a read- 
ership of 250,000, but the edi- 
tors give no indication of how 
many people would have to 
read each issue to arrive at this 
figure. Comedian Steve Allen, 
a former Catholic himself, men- | 
tioned in Look magazine last 
year that he subscribes to the 
Christian Heritage as well as 
to a few Catholic periodicals to 
get a “balanced” picture. The 
magazine’s editorial staples in- 
clude dissertations against Ro- 
manism by various preachers, 
“true confessions” of ex-priests | 
around the world, news items 
and quotations from Catholic 
sources. Typographically it is) 
several cuts above the usual) 
anti-Catholic effort. Its motto 
is “Veritas in Charitate ... 
Charitas in Veritate.” 

Four films are distributed by 
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Hidden Power, 
One True Church, Menacing 
Shadows and a new one called 
Christ's Mission. The latter 
shows how a former priest be- 
gins life anew with the help of 
the people at Sea Cliff. 

One hundred invited partici- 
pants attended a “Protestant 
Council on Roman Catholicism” 
at Buck Hills Falls, Pa., April 
19-21, 1960. Most of the speak- 
ers and panelists were nonenti- 
ties except for Dr. John A. 
Mackay, POAU founder, and 
Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffman of 
the Lutheran Hour sponsored 
by the Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod. The group met to 
examine Catholic doctrines and 
practices and to map a Protes- 
tant strategy of opposition. One 
of the final recommendations 
of the conference twas. that 
“dissemination: of radical anti- 
Catholic literature is unworthy 
of Protestants” (Christianity 
Today, May 9, 1960, p. 35), 
but the magazine noted that 
not all participants agreed with 
every recommendation. 


Lecture Tours 


One of the two active ex- 
priests may be appearing in 
your area during the next six 
months. Lo Vallo’s schedule in- 
cludes the state of Ohio—Oct. 
3-21; Missouri and Iowa—Oct. 
30-Nov. 18; Michigan and Ohio 
—Nov. 27-Dec. 14; Indiana— 
Jan, 4-22; and Florida—Feb. 1- 
15: 

His partner, Mr. Florez, will 
entertain audiences in Pennsyl- 
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vania—Oct. 5-14; Minnesota— 
Oct. 30-Nov. 18; Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire—Nov. 27- 
Dec. 14; North and South Caro- 
lina—Jan. 4-15; and North and 
South Dakota—Jan. 25-Feb. 8. 
Their appearances are usually 
sponsored by fundamentalists, 
Lutheran or Baptist churches. 


Christ’s Mission dates back to 
1878 when it was founded by 
James A. O’Connor, a priest of 
the Chicago diocese who was 
suspended by his bishop for 
drunkenness. He was a native 
of Ireland and had spent seven 
years as a priest before his sus- 
pension. He married a distant 
cousin and the couple had four 
children, all of whom preceded 
him in death. O’Connor was hit 
by a street car in 1911 and died 
within a week. He was buried 
from a Baptist church in New 
York City. 


During the 70 years since 
its establishment, the Mission 
claims to have helped “rehabil- 
itate’” some 700 priests. How- 
ever, the jubilee edition of the 
Christian Heritage (March, 
1958) lists and pictures only 22 
ex-priests and ex-monks. Only 
two of these were native Amer- 
icans; the rest were Italian, 
South American or Spanish. 
There are about 380,000 priests 
in the world today according to 
the Catholic Almanac. 


Montano’s predecessor was 
Leo H. Lehman, an Irishman 
ordained for a diocese in South 
Africa, He ended his Catholic 
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career as pastor of a small par- 
ish in Florida. When he decided 
to leave the priesthood he told 
his congregation that every five 
years the bishop picked an out- 
standing priest and authorized 
him to marry. Wedding gifts, 
therefore, were quite accepta- 
ble at his civil ceremony in 
1929. Lehman authored several 
bitterly anti-Catholic books and 
a psychiatrist could venture a 
pretty accurate diagnosis about 
a man who would write: “De- 
spite the general belief among 
Catholic people, ex-priests do 
not as a rule come from the 
‘bad priests’ in the Church. 
Evil-living priests, in fact, do 
not voluntarily quit the ranks 
of the clergy, where economic 
security and a safe cloak for 
sex irregularities can easily be 
had.” (Out of the Labyrinth) 
Exploitation 

Fallen priests who have turn- 
ed to Christ’s Mission in des- 
peration have more often faced 
disappointment and _— exploita- 
tion. Unless they are willing to 
mount the lecture platform and 
paint a caricature of the Church 
and Catholic beliefs, the Mis- 
sion has little use for them. As 
a result, the masthead of the 
magazine changes every few 
months. Two years ago, the 
staff consisted of Montano, Lo 
Vallo, Hugh Farrel (former 
Discaleed Carmelite and ex- 
Episcopalian minister), Charles 
Marzena (the Old Catholic 
prelate), and Frank F. Payas 
(an ex-Claretian priest). To- 
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day, of these five, only Lo Val- | 


lo remains. 


Actually, 
Christ’s Mission alumni enrolls 


more genuine ex-priests. Un- 


like the Mission, these ex- 


priests manage their own affairs 


without the kindly advice of a 
board of preacher-overseers. 
Three former priests cooperate 
with Joseph Zacchello at his 
American Religious Educational 
Society, Inc. of McKeesport, Pa. 
When I had occasion to discuss 
Christ’s Mission in Our Sunday 
Visitor last year, Mr. Zacchello 
wrote an indignant letter com- 
plaining that I had discriminat- 
ed against his corporation by 
devoting so much space to his 
competitors at Christ’s Mission. 
He asked, “I would like also to 
know how much it will cost to 
have an article written by you 
in the Sunday Visitor against 
our organization. If the price is 
not too high we will be willing 
to remunarate(sic) you.” 
Zacchello’s troupe engages in 
the same kind of activities as 
the older Christ’s Mission, but 
seems to lack the Mission’s fi- 
nancial base and support. Its 
own magazine, The Convert, is 
dull and amateurish compared 
with the Christian Heritage. 


‘I Married A Priest’ 


One of the four ex-priests in 
the group is a native American. 


a rival group of 


Harry Groning. Ordained for | 


the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 


he taught school and did parish | 
work before his defection. He © 
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has since married and attended 
the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles. Joseph Gori had been a 
Franciscan missionary sent 
from Italy to China and Latin 
America. Zacchello himself was 
ordained in Italy in 1939 and 
sent to this country as a mem- 
ber of the Congregation of the 
Fathers of St. Charles. He was 
assigned to parishes in Chicago 
and New York for five years 
before deserting the priesthood. 
The final member of this quar- 
tet is a former Claretian, John 
J. Uriarte Arrien, who was or- 
dained in Spain in 1921 and 
served parishes in El Paso, Los 
Angeles, Phoenix and Chicago 
until 1945. His wife has written 
a booklet entitled “I Married A 
Priest.” 


A third center, a one-man 
operation, goes under the name 


of the Pro-Ca Information 
Center, Inc. of Philadelphia. 
José Fernandez, a Spanish 


Dominican stationed in New Or- 
leans, rebelled at re-assignment 
in the Philippine Islands. He 
left the Church, attempted mar- 
riage, obtained a divorce, sought 
to re-enter the Church, and 
was sent to a Benedictine mon- 
astery in Florida. He left the 
monastery and enlisted in the 
army. Three years later he 
again attempted marriage and 
joined the Presbyterian church, 
which ordained him a minister 
seven days later. 


A Canadian counterpart to 
these U.S. groups is the Evan- 
gelical Mission of Converted 
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Monks and Priests with head- 
quarters in Stouffville, Ontario. 
The editor of its incredibly 
sloppy magazine, The Evangel, 
is H. A. Adams, who claims to 
be a former priest — at any 
rate we can be sure he was 
never a printer. 

Two apostates who fill speak- 
ing engagements for the Evan- 
gelical Mission are J. H. Real 
d’Anjou and Ugo de Lucia, a 
former Passionist, now pastor 
of the Italian United Church in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. 


Soloists 

Most of the better known 
former priests in the U.S. avoid 
any association with these or- 
ganized evangelistic efforts. For 
example, Emmet McLoughlin, 
the former Franciscan in Phoe- 
nix and author of People’s 
Padre, has never identified him- 
self with Christ’s Mission or its 
rivals. Of course, his financial 
situation is comfortable as di- 
rector of a private hospital and 
author of a best seller which 
has passed the 75,000 copies 
mark. His book, published by 
the Unitarian Press (Beacon), 
is sold by both Christ’s Mission 
and the Zacchello group. 

Leonard Feeney, inventor of 
the oddest heresy in recent 
times, would no doubt disdain 
any affiliation with these ex- 
priests since he, though ex- 
communicated, believes himself 
to be more thoroughly Catholic 
than any priests in good stand- 
ing. 

A slim pamphlet by George 
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Barrois, former French Domini- 
can and faculty member at the 
Catholic University of America, 
is distributed by Christ’s Mis- 
sion, but this Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary professor does 
not lend his name to the activi- 
ties of his vituperous colleagues 
in apostasy. 

The handful of ex-priests 
who mount the lecture platform 
and perform under the canvas 
of the revival tent cater to the 
curiosity of a minority of Amer- 
ican Protestants who might be 
called militant fundamentalists. 
From childhood the tales of 
Maria Monk and the historical 
absurdities of Father Chiniquy 
helped convince them of the 
wickedness of Romanism. They 
enjoy meeting and hearing a 
former priest in their home- 
town who confirms their worst 
suspicions. The spectacle of an 
ex-priest in a natty business 
suit addressing a gathering of 
Baptist stalwarts with his wife 
in the front row titillates the 
curiosity of enough people to 
keep the coffers full. 


Many of these speakers pick 
up titles and honors as they go 
along. Thomas Courret, a priest 
of the Franciscan province of 
the Twelve Apostles in Peru 
who got into financial difficul- 
ties and finally left his order, 
serves as an example. By the 
time he had been given the re- 
habilitation treatment at 
Christ’s Mission, he had emerg- 
ed as the “Superior General of 
the Franciscan Order in his 
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country.” He died recently on 
an evangelistic campaign in 
Latin America. 


Infidelity Transfigured 

Courret’s transformation is 
not unique in the annals of pro- 
fessional apostasy. Soon the ex- 
priests are introduced as the in- 
tellectual ornaments of their 
diocese or as potential pro- 
vincials of their religious or- 
ders. The story of their defec- 
tion takes on a few embellish- 
ments here, a dramatic touch 
there. Stripped to the bare 
facts, which no one likes to face, 
it may be a simple case of punch 
or Judy but after several years 
in the bush-league limelight 
the speakers themselves may 
come to believe their revised 
standard versions of their con- 
versions. 

In a candid moment, Montano 
admitted that not all priests 
leave for religious convictions: 

“Some leave for more mun- 
dane and human reasons: many 
are dissatisfied with the disci- 
pline and chafe at the subord- 
ination required by their super- 
iors; others are convinced that 
the aims and activities of the 
Roman Church are incompatible 
with the principles laid down 
by Christ, whom it purports to 
represent on earth. Some are 
misfits and would not be suc- 
cessful or satisfied in any type 
of work.” 

We have employed the popu- 
lar designation of ‘“ex-priest” 
or former priest in this article, 
but we know that these men are 
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priests forever. They can never 
wash away the sacred character 
of the priesthood and when they 
stand before the judgment seat 
they will stand as priests. Nor 
can these men ever vilify their 
Church to such an extent that 
the Church will ever refuse to 
welcome them back as erring 
sons. Perhaps they were tempt- 
ed beyond the lot of most men 
by intellectual pride, sensual 
desire, alcohol... 

What if your city is on their 
speaking itinerary? You may 
expect some of your parishion- 
ers to be disturbed. Protestant- 
Catholic relationships may un- 
derstandably be strained. We 
should understand that many 
Protestants do not intentional- 
ly mean to foster ill-will or in- 
sult their Catholic friends by 
sponsoring such appearances. 
Without the same appreciation 
of Christian celibacy they may 
not realize the horror with 
which Catholic people view the 
breaking of such vows. They 
may sincerely imagine that they 
can better understand Cathol- 
icism by hearing a former 
priest who has embraced Prot- 
estantism. 


Bogus Priests 


Among the genuine ex- 
priests you may also run into 
phony ex-priests, especially in 
small towns in the South and 
rural Midwest. These men 
should be exposed. Sometimes 
they are clever to imply ordina- 
tion without actually claiming 
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such status. Their obvious 
Italian or Irish or Spanish 
names and their detailed des- 
cription of seminary or monastic 
life may lead their audiences to 
assume their priestly status. 

As for the genuine fallen 
priests, you would accomplish 
little by engaging in a debate 
at-a public meeting while the 
speaker has the advantages of 
the podium, the microphone, 
and a sympathetic audience. 
Well informed, even-tempered 
laymen might attend open 
meetings to challenge clear mis- 
statements. 


A priest will never want his 
conscience burdened by the 
thought that his harsh words or 
barbed comments helped keep a 
brother-priest from making his 
peace with God and the Church. 
To many such men the dilemma 
of choosing to return as their 
conscience tells them conflicts 
with the sense of obligation they 
feel toward the woman they 
married and their children. And 
yet many former priests, such 
as the talented ex-Jesuit, E. 
Boyd Barrett, have finally 
worked out their problems. 

If the occasion presents itself, 
a priest should assure the stray 
shepherd that his fellow-priests 
have not forgotten him in their 
prayers. They remember, too, 
the fallen  priest’s’ parents, 
brothers, and sisters, whose joy 
has turned to sorrow. With 
God’s help he may, like many 
others, find his way out of the 
labyrinth. : 
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A Triple Jubilee 


JOHN A. O’BRIEN 


Ty Bree events which have shap- 

ed today’s efforts to teach 
the faith are being commemor- 
ated in a year-long observance 
throughout the United States. 
The American hierarchy deem- 
ed it fitting for the faithful in 
every diocese and indeed in ev- 
ery parish to take cognizance 
through appropriate programs 
of the diamond jubilee of the 
publication of the famed Bal- 
timore Catechism, of the 400th 
anniversary of the world wide 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine movement, and of the silv- 
er jubilee of the establishment 
of the national center of the 
confraternity in Washington, 


DiC; 
Touching off the series of 
commemorative services was 


the Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Charles P. Greco, chairman of 
the episcopal committee direct- 
ing the CCD activities, in the 
National Shrine of the Immac- 
ulate Conception on April 26. 
His Excellency has suggested 
that an article on the threefold 
events being commemorated 
might be of help to pastors in 
planning parish observances. 


Although his own name barely 
occurs in this article, there is 
probably no one in the American 
Church who has contributed to 
the apostolate of doctrine more 
than the author. 
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The Baltimore Catechism 


The bishop read a message from 
Pope John XXIII, praising the 
Baltimore Catechism and the 
Confraternity and commending 
the triple jubilee. 


At the Third Plenary Council 
of Baltimore in 1884 various 
bishops stressed the need for an 
authorized catechism suitable 
for common use in the parish 
schools. They pointed out that 
there were too many catechisms 
in use, some of them inadequate 
or ill-adapted to the under- 
standing of children. With fam- 
ilies moving to different cities 
and parishes, their children 
were often confronted with sev- 
eral different catechisms in a 
single year. 

Accordingly the council ap- 
pointed a committee of seven 
bishops to prepare a suitable 
catechism for general use. Due 
largely to the prompt action of 
Bishop Spalding and to the 
helpful collaboration of Mon- 
signor de Concilio, pastor of St. 
Michael’s Church, Jersey City, 
the catechism appeared in print 
in April, 1885—less than six 
months after the conclusion of 
the council. 

“Prepared and Enjoined by 
Order of the Third Council of 
Baltimore,” the work became 
popularly known as the “Bal- 
timore Catechism.” For more 
than half a century this cate- 
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chism was used throughout the 
United States as the basic text 
of religious instruction. Most 
adult Catholics living today 
thumbed this catechism, learned 
the answers to basic questions 
from its pages, and can still 
quote many of them from mem- 
ory. 
Work of Revision 


After 50 years of usage, ex- 
perts suggested the need for 
revision. Accordingly, in 1935 
the American hierarchy assign- 
ed the task of bringing out a 
revised edition to Archbishops 
MeNicholas of Cincinnati, Mur- 
ray of St. Paul and Bishop 
O’Hara of Great Falls, later 
Archbishop-Bishop of Kansas 
City. For six years they devot- 
ed themselves with great dili- 
gence to this undertaking, 
striving to produce a catechism 
that would be clear, accurate 
and complete and at the same 
time well adapted to the intelli- 
gence of children. 

To every bishop and major 
religious superior they sent a 
set of large work sheets, one for 
each of the 37 lessons of the 
Baltimore Catechism. The re- 
sponse was most gratifying: in 
some cases entire religious 
communities and seminary fac- 
ulties cooperated in working 
out suggested revisions. 

By the spring of 1936 more 
than 70 of the work sheets were 
returned. From this assembled 
material various preliminary 
drafts were prepared and sub- 
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mitted to bishops, theologians, 
pastors and religious teachers. 
In November, 1939, a _ third 
draft was printed. With the 
approval of 125 members of the 
hierarchy it was forwarded to 
Rome for the inspection of the 
Sacred Congregation of the 
Council. 


After a careful study of the 
text the Congregation returned 
it with only a few minor revis- 
ions. These corrections were 
incorporated into a fourth draft 
published in June, 1941. The 
episcopal committee decided, 
however, upon a few additional 
changes. Finally after six years 
of work by the bishops and 
some 200 theological and peda- 
gogical collaborators, the fifth 
and final draft of the revised 
Baltimore Catechism was pub- 
lished on July 18, 1941. 


From this brief sketch it is 
evident that this famous work 
was not dashed off in haste and 
is not the labor of one or two 
men. Every word and phrase 
was carefully weighed and 
studied: it mirrors the consid- 
ered judgment and thought of 
the entire American hierarchy 
and of the Sacred Congregation 
of the Council in Rome. Com- 
monly known as the revised 
Baltimore Catechism No. 2, it 
is the one authoritative cate- 
chism in use in the Church in 
this country today. It dwarfs 
all other catechisms in thor- 
oughness and authority. Indeed 
it is the corporate voice of the 
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American hierarchy and the 
teaching magisterium of the 
Church in action. 


Kept Up-to-date 


_ Unlike the first edition of the 
Baltimore Catechism, the revis- 
ed edition has been kept up-to- 
date by embodying in it the 
pronouncements and legislation 
of the Holy See. As a conse- 
quence of the declaration made 
by Pope Pius XII in Mystici 
Corporis that the Holy Spirit is 
the soul of the Church, the 
statement that non-Catholics in 
good faith belong to the “soul 
of the Church” was eliminated 
in 1943. Cognizance has like- 
wise been taken of the changes 
in the Eucharistic fast, and the 
rules of ecclesiastical fast and 
abstinence now generally ac- 
cepted by the bishops of the 
United States are listed. Eleven 
bishops and many theologians 
collaborated in working out the 
final wording of these revis- 
ions. 

Three other catechisms were 
issued after the publication of 
Baltimore Catechism No. 2. The 
First Communion Catechism 
with 54 questions is designed 
for pupils in the first two 
grades.. Containing 214 ques- 
tions, Catechism No. 1 is adapt- 
ed to the children in the third, 
fourth and fifth grades, while 
Catechism No. 2 with 499 ques- 
tions and an appendix of 16 
questions on “Why I Am a 
Catholic,” is suited for grades 
six, seven and eight. 
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the Baltimore Catechism met 
admirably the needs of chil- 
dren in the elementary school, 
a more advanced catechism 
was needed for pupils in high 
school and in college. Accord- 
ingly there was issued in 1949 
the Baltimore Catechism No. 3, 
also known as This We Believe, 
By This We Live, and as the 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine Edition. This advanced 
manual was due chiefly to the 
initiative, zeal, and scholarship 
of the late Archbishop McNich- 
olas. 


This includes the same ques- 
tions and answers as Catechism 
No. 2, but most of the answers 
are supplemented by scriptural 
texts or information on devo- 
tional, doctrinal, or liturgical 
matters. Running to 426 pages, 
the catechism contains a wealth 
of material that covers virtual- 
ly every facet of Catholic faith 
and practice. It is widely used 
in high schools, colleges and in 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine study and _ discussion 
clubs, wherein it has rendered 
immense service. 


The American hierarchy’s 
main purpose in revising the 
Baltimore Catechism was to se- 
cure a clear, accurate, and 
complete presentation of basic 
Catholic truth. That they suc- 
ceeded is universally acknowl- 
ledged. In the 19 years during 
which it has been in use, bish- 
ops, priests, teaching brothers 
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and sisters, as well as lay teach- 
ers have found it of inestimable 
service not only in providing 
our youth with a thorough 
knowledge of Catholic truth 
but also in showing them how 
to apply those truths in their 
daily lives. 


Bringing It to Life 


Like all grade-school cate- 
chisms it is, as the bishops who 
prepared it point out, only an 
outline or summary of Catholic 
doctrine and not a complete 
manual or textbook. It must 
be amplified by the teacher and 
brought to life by stories, inci- 
dents, and illustrations. To help 
teachers do this, numerous 
manuals based on the Balti- 
more Catechism have been 
published and are in wide- 
spread use. 

The manuals embodying the 
Baltimore Catechism No. 3, 
Confraternity Edition, are: 1. 
Catholic Information Society 
Extension Course, an adult cor- 
respondence course, prepared 
by Father Richard Ginder, and 
published by the Catholic In- 
formation Society, New York. 
Records of the Society show 
that over 1200 converts have 
been instructed by this course. 
2. Father Connell’s New Balti- 
more Catechism No, 3, with 
special study helps, Benziger 
Brothers. 3. The Faith Explain- 
ed, by Father Leo Trese, Fides 
Press. 4. This We Believe Ser- 
ies, consisting of six discussion 
club texts, prepared by the 
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same author, and published by 
the confraternity. 5. Under- 
standing the Catholic Faith, 
with supplementary charts, 
stories, illustrations and sum- 
maries, prepared by the writer 
of this article, and published by 
the Ave Maria Press. Even 
more numerous are the works 
based upon the Baltimore Cate- 
chisms No. 1 and No. 2. 


The Baltimore Catechism has 
been translated into many lan- 
guages and is bringing a knowl- 
edge of the life-giving, soul- 
saving truths of Christ to the 
youth not only of America but 
also of many other lands. It is 
God-centered and Christ-cen- 
tered. While not neglecting 
apologetics, the catechism em- 
ploys chiefly the method of 
lucid exposition and inculcates 
throughout the love of God and 
of neighbor, and shows how to 
translate that love into daily 
Christian living. 

In addition to being well- 
reasoned and logical, the se- 
quence of topics ties in superb- 
ly with the psychological laws 
of the learning process. The 
Baltimore Catechism will long 
remain a monument of the so- 
licitude, zeal, and resourceful- 
ness of the bishops of America’ 
and of the fidelity and compe- 
tence with which they have 
provided for the teaching of the 
truths of Christ to the youth of 
our land. This surely is the 
note that will be sounded re- 
peatedly in the schools and 
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Confraternities of Christian 
Doctrine in the dioceses of the 
United States and by Catholics 
generally in this jubilee year. 


Revival of Confraternity 


The Confraternity of Chris- 
tian Doctrine is a parish organ- 
ization whose main objective is 
the religious education of all 
Catholics not in Catholic 
schools. While it is under the 
general guidance of the bishop 
and the direct supervision of 
the pastor, the laity are encour- 
aged to take the initiative and 
to play the chief roles in learn- 
ing, living, and teaching the 
truths of Christ. 

The modern revival of the 
confraternity dates from the 
Encyclical of St. Pius X, Acerbo 
nimis (On the Teaching of 
Christian Doctrine) issued on 
April 15, 1905. This holy pon- 
tiff’s directive that the confra- 
ternity be established in every 
parish was incorporated in 
Canon 711, 2, of the Code of 
Canon Law which went into 
effect in 1918. Pastors are 
obliged to give their respective 
bishops a report on the activi- 
ties of the confraternity and 
bishops are bound to report ev- 
ery five years to the Catecheti- 
cal Office. 

In the Motu proprio, Orbem 
catholicum, issued on June 29, 
1923, establishing the Catechet- 
ical Office at the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Council, Pope 
Pius XI declared: “We cannot 
omit recommending most warm- 
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ly to all associations of Catholic 
men and women that they be 
exemplary in assisting at cat- 
echetical instructions in their ~ 
parishes, and that they assist — 
the clergy in such a way as to 
deserve the gratitude of the 
Church also in this kind of min- 
istry than which none other 
should appear to every Catholic 
as more holy or more neces- 
sary.” 

What could be more meritor- 
ious for the faithful than to co- 
operate with their spiritual 
shepherds and even with God 
Himself in the salvation of 
souls? St. Dionysius the Areo- 
pagite terms this mission di- 
vine. By helping their pastors 
in bringing a knowledge of 
Christ to others, the faithful are 
bestowing upon the intructees 
the means of achieving eternal 
life. “This is everlasting life,” 
said the Evangelist John, “that 
they may know thee, the one 
true God, and Him whom thou 
hast sent, Jesus Christ.” 


Stressing the importance of 
the work of the Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine, Arch- 
bishop Cicognani, then Apostol- 
ic Delegate, said: ‘“‘There is ur- 
gent need to make Christ reign 
over society. This is a chosen 
field of Catholic Action, and 
every parish must make this 
field fruitful through the ef- 
ficient organization of the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
and through the intense and 
zealous activity of all those 


October / 1960 


A TRIPLE 


who yearn to cooperate with 
Christ and His Church in the 
salvation of souls.” 


The Ideal 


The ideal is to have all the 
adults and the children not at- 
tending Catholic schools par- 
ticipate in CCD study and dis- 
cussion clubs, and attend CCD 
Schools of Religion. Meetings 
for this purpose serve incident- 
ally to promote acquaintance 
and sociability among the par- 
ishioners and quicken the spir- 
itual life of the entire parish. 
Parishes which achieve the 
maximum participation in CCD 
activities not only reduce the 
defection from the faith to the 
vanishing point but also have 
well attended Inquiry Classes 
yielding a large number of con- 
verts. 

In the African missions where 
priests are averaging over a 
hundred converts per year—35 
times more than the average for 
American priests — systematic 
use is made of the CCD both 
for recruiting prospects and in- 
structing them. One of the most 
memorable and inspiring spec- 
tacles which lingers in the writ- 
er’s memory is that of lay men 
and women and_ high-school 
graduates instructing groups of 
natives clustered around them 
in the open fields and forests 
of Africa. 


“The Ibo,’ remarked Bishop 
Whelan of the Owerri diocese in 
Nigeria, “is an exceedingly dif- 
ficult language for a European 
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to master. We would find it a 
formidable roadblock to our 
missionary work if we did not 
have considerable numbers of 
native Ibos to do most of the 
instructing. We’ve organized 
them into CCD and into the 
Legion of Mary, in both of 
which they are rendering yeo- 
man service.” 

Pastors can make their par- 
ishes throbbing centers of mis- 
sionary activity by enlisting all 
their families in the CCD, and 
especially in the sections for 
fishers and for apostles of good 
will. Parish programs can help 
achieve these ends by drama- 
tizing the work of these various 
departments. 

In a notable chapter in Bring- 
ing Souls to Christ Bishop John 
J. Wright “hits the nail on the 
head” when he says, ‘‘The laity 
may, can and must teach re- 
ligion.” The winning of the 
hundred million churchless peo- 
ple in our country can be ac- 
complished only through the 
systematic use of our laity 
both to recruit and to instruct 
sincere truth seekers. It was to 
such “association with me in 
spreading the gospel of Christ,” 
that St. Paul refers with such 
gratitude in his Epistle to the 
Philippians. It is only through 
such zealous cooperation with 
their spiritual shepherds that 
the laity enter into the “royal 
priesthood,” of which the Ap- 
ostle Peter speaks. 

One day St. Pius X was con- 
versing with a group of cardin- 
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als. “What,” he asked, “is the 
thing most necessary at the 
present time to save society?” 
“Build Catholic schools,” re- 
plied one. “Multiply churches,” 
answered another. “Increase the 
recruiting of the clergy,” re- 
sponded still another. “‘No,” re- 
plied the silver-haired pontiff. 
“What is most necessary at the 
present time is to have in each 
parish a group of laymen, vir- 
tuous, well-instructed, deter- 
mined, and really apostolic.” 


The need today is the same 
as in the days of the holy pon- 
tiff. The best means of develop- 
ing the type of lay apostles 
mentioned and in the numbers 
needed is through the enlist- 
ment of all the families of a 
parish in some phase of the 
work of the CCD. 


Trained Personnel 

After the appointment by the 
American hierarchy of an Epis- 
copal Committee on the Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, 
a publications department was 
organized and a national center 
was established at the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference in 
1935. This center serves as a 
clearing house for information, 
and services CCD programs in 
dioceses throughout the coun- 
try. 

It sponsors national congress- 
es, held every five years. It 
also sponsors regional congress- 
es, special institutes and lead- 
ership courses for priests, re- 
ligious, and laity annually. CCD 
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directors have been appointed 
in 128 dioceses of the United 
States and the center offers 
these the services of trained 
personnel for the development 
of programs. 


Over the years, the publica- 
tions department has developed 
an extensive literature on the 
organization, nature, and pur- 
poses of the CCD, and has pre- 
pared material on methods and 
contents of instruction adapt- 
able to the circumstances of all 
for whom the program is de- 
signed. 


The national center is fortun- 
ate in having the services of 
dedicated specialists and ex- 
perts. Working quietly and ef- 
ficiently under the direction of 
the CCD episcopal committee 
are Father Joseph B. Collins, 
S.S., director, Monsignor Bert- 
rand J. Gulnerich, Ph.D., field 
representative, Miss Miriam 
Marks, executive secretary, and 
an able staff. Such is the train- 
ed and competent personnel 
which the American hierarchy 
has placed at the service of 
pastors to aid them in their 
divinely appointed task of 
teaching “Christ and Him Cru- 
cified” to the people of Amer- 
ica. May the parish programs 
commemorating the triple jub- 
ilee, all centered in the teach- 
ing of the catechism, serve to 
quicken the interest of par- 
ishioners and to enlist their co- 
operation in this holy apostol- 
ate. 
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He exchanged 
pick for crozier 


OORE’S Flat in California’s 

Nevada County is now 
somewhat less than a ghost 
town—if, indeed, this be pos- 
sible. Hardly a building stands 
in what was formerly a pros- 
perous mining camp of the 
1850’s, and human inhabitants 
—except during the fleeting 
hunting season—there are none. 
Not even the ghost of H. H. 
Moore, the merchant after 
whom the camp was named, 
seems to disturb the quiet 
which now envelops this oid 
remnant of Gold Rush Days. 


Among the many authentic 
and interesting yarns that can 
be spun concerning the Flat, 
high priority must be accorded 
to the story of Patrick Mano- 
gue (1831-1895), the gold min- 
er of Moore’s Flat who became 
a distinguished Bishop of the 
Catholic Church in Nevada and 
in California. A visit to Moore’s 
Flat by the author in August, 
1959, inspires this little account 
of the man and of his interest- 
ing career. 


Patrick Manogue was born in 
County Kilkenny, Ireland, in 
1831 and came to the United 
States in 1848, when 17 years 
old. He had been orphaned at 
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an early age, and helped — in 
his first years in America — to 
support some of his growing 
brothers and sisters. Always, 
though, his first wish was to 
become a priest of his Church 
and, after living for two years 
in Connecticut, he was able to 
enroll in a Chicago seminary 
for several years. 

By this time, his family 
needed more financial help 
and the young seminarian de- 
termined to go to California as 
a miner to see if his efforts 
would yield sufficient return to 
enable him to help his brothers 
and sisters. By 1854, Pat Man- 
ogue, handsome and _ large 
and possessed of pleasing per- 
sonality, was hard at work on a 
mining claim located outside of 
Moore’s Flat, 18 miles from Ne- 
vada City in California. 

One of his partners, L. J. 
Hanchett, who later became a 
well known mining capitalist, 
recalled many years later that 
he had never known a harder 
worker than Patrick Manogue: 
“He was a man of great frame 
and strength and worked tire- 
lessly from morning to evening, 
drilling and blasting and shov- 
eling as hard as any. He occu- 
pied a cabin by himself, and he 
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put in every spare moment in 
studying. Whenever a dispute 
arose, Manogue was always the 
arbitrator. Both sides knew 
that he was perfectly fair and 
were willing to abide by his 
decisions. He put down every 
quarrel that arose and prevent- 
ed many a fight among the 
miners.” 


To St. Sulpice In Paris 


When Archbishop Alemany 
of San Francisco visited Moore’s 
Flat to administer the sacra- 
ment of confirmation to the 
members of his flock there, he 
was quickly told of the unob- 
trusive piety of the still young 
Irish gold miner-seminarian. It 
would seem that it was this pre- 
late who made it possible for 
Manogue to go off to the Sem- 
inary of St. Sulpice in Paris to 
continue his studies for the 
priesthood and, on December 
21, 1861, he reached his goal 
when the Cardinal Archbishop 
of Paris ordained him. 

There seems no doubt that, 
when the news reached his for- 
mer companions at Moore’s 
Flat, they rejoiced and celebrat- 
ed — perhaps, even, in typical 
miners’ fashion! And it must 
have been a proud day for them, 
when upon his return to Am- 
erica in 1862, they crowded 
their little church to receive his 
blessing and to assist at his of- 
fering of the Mass. 

Incidentally, this little church 
has quite a history and it has, 
like Moore’s Flat itself, quite a 
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unique distinction. It was 
erected sometime in the 1850’s — 
and, beyond any doubt, Patrick 
Manogue knew it well during 
his years in the mining camp. 
Long after Moore’s Flat became 
a ghost town, junior grade, the 
pastor of Downieville whose 
jurisdiction included Moore’s 
Flat, correctly decided that 
there was not the slightest pos- 
sibility of the return of the old 
mining camp to anything re- 
motely resembling life. 

However, since the mining 
town of Alleghany, also a part 
of his far-flung parish, needed 
a church, Father John McGar- 
ry, then in charge, decided 
to dismantle the ‘“Manogue 
Church” and transport it over 
the mountains to Alleghany. 
This was done and quite suc- 
cessfully, too, and, after the 
pioneer structure was reassem- 
bled, it began its second phase 
of life as “St. Thomas Church, 
Alleghany.” 

The author had the interest- 
ing experience of offering Mass 
several times in this church in 
1959 while serving as tempor- 
ary parish priest of the Downie- 
ville parish. On each occasion, 
the old church seemed to speak 
silent words to him of its 
unique greatness in that it had 
helped, in substantial measure, 
to give a Bishop to the Church 
which it serves. 


A Fruitful Pastorate 


Father Patrick Manogue’s 20 
years as pastor of St. Mary in 
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the Mountain’s, Virginia City, 
Nevada, deserve special treat- 
ment. He it was who built two 
churches high on the Comstock 
Lode, including the very beau- 
tiful one which has been there 
since 1877 and which has long 
since merited the title of the 
“Cathedral of the Comstock.” 
He was the universal favorite 
there and all were pleased when 
the news came to their mining 
camp that their pastor had 
been selected as Coadjutor 
Bishop of the Diocese of Grass 
Valley, which then included 
Virginia City. This was in 1880 
and, after receiving episcopal 
consecration in San Francisco 
from his old friend and bene- 
factor, Archbishop Alemany, 
Bishop Manogue returned to his 
pastoral duties in Virginia City. 


What a day that must have 
been (it is certain that his pa- 
rishioners all knew in what an 
intimate sense this miner-Bish- 
op was one one of their own) 
when, with precious mitre on 
his handsome head and the staff 
of office in his hand, Bishop 
Patrick Manogue proceeded up 
the main aisle of the church 
which he had built to offer his 
first Pontifical Mass! 


First Bishop of Sacramento 


After serving for three years 
as assistant to Bishop O’Connell 
of Grass Valley, Bishop Mano- 
gue succeeded him. In 1886, he 
was appointed the first Bishop 
of the newly created Diocese of 


October / 1960 


Sacramento. In his see city, in 
1895, Bishop Manogue died 
amidst scenes of sincere mourn- 
ing of those of all faiths. It 
would seem that the one who 
was appropriately called “‘God’s 
Nobleman” had easily retained 
the common touch of his earlier 
days. Indeed, this would seem 
to be certain from the follow- 
ing words which Bishop Mano- 
gue had uttered several years 
previously when, in 1889, on 
the occasion of the completion 
of his Cathedral in Sacramento, 
he was honored at a civic ban- 
quet at the Golden Eagle Hotel 
there. 


‘The Happiest Man’ 


In the presence of a capacity 
list of guests, Bishop Manogue 
responded to several addresses 
in his honor with the following 
reminiscent words: 

“It is nearly 35 years ago 
since I first passed through 
Sacramento on my way to the 
mines. Everybody then was 
seeking fortune in the mines, 
and I myself handled the sledge 
and drill with Judge Caldwell, 
of Nevada City, for a partner. 
It was not by rail or river that 
I travelled then but by the 
rough and slow stage coach into 
the mountains to face bedrock 
in a tunnel for weal or woe. 
Fortune smiled and my labor 
was rewarded with a compe- 
tence. I thought that if I could 
become a good priest of the 
church, I would be the happiest 
man in the world.” 
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he Catholic Church tries to 

take care of its own where- 
ever they may be. This is just 
a modern expression of the 
classical “See how these Chris- 
tians love one another!” Since 
so many if not all of our young 
Catholics serve a term in the 
military, we priests have the 
obligation and privilege of tak- 
ing care of them in that area. 

The need for active duty 
Catholic Chaplains is great, but 
so are the needs on the home 
front, and bishops are under- 
standably hesitant in releasing 
priests for duty. However, the 
matter need not end there. 

The Reserve Chaplain on in- 
active status fills a real need. I 
can only speak for the Naval 
Reserve, with which I have been 
associated for over two years, 
but I believe, with proper ad- 
justment, the same principles 
apply to the Army and Air 
Force Reserve. 

Basic duty for a Naval Chap- 
lain on inactive status resolves 
itself in two categories: A priest 
may seek a billet with a Reserve 
Company, in which case he is 
obligated to meet when the unit 
does, usually once a week, and 
attend the two-week tour of ac- 
tive duty each year. He is paid 
for all this. 

He may, instead, join a Chap- 
lain’s Company. These Chap- 
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lain’s companies meet twice a 
month, usually for lunch and a 
lecture or tour. This is, of 
course, a non-pay billet. Then, 
if he so desires, he may re- 
quest a two-week training per- 
iod for Active Duty (for which 
he receives transportation and 
salary). 


In San Diego, Chaplain’s Co. 
11-1 is a small group of Cath- 
olic priests and Protestant min- 
isters who have a long associa- 
tion of happy work with the 
Navy. They also have a record 
of outstanding cooperation with 
each other in community rela- 
tions, which, I hope, can be a 
grass-roots effort if the ecu- 
menical movement warrants it. 


In January the Reserve Chap- 
lains were offered a two-week 
seminar for training duty. Al- 
though it was held in San Diego, 
civilian priests and ministers 
came from all over the west to 
put in their two weeks of ac- 
tive duty. The three priests and 
15 ministers, representing nine 
denominations, dressed in bright 
shiny uniforms (paid for by the 
Navy) were received by Bishop 
Charles Francis Buddy for a 
formal reception and dinner. 


Training Duty 


What is training duty like? 
This seminar was titled “A 
Chaplain’s School in Minia- 
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ture.” For two weeks, Admirals, 
Captains, and Senior Chaplains 
briefed us on religious work at 
their stations. Destroyers, Air- 
craft Carriers, Navy brigs, the 
Navy Hospital, the recruit com- 
mands and Marine duty were 
observed. 


One day was spent with the 
Marines of Camp Pendleton and 
included everything from com- 
bat rations eaten in the field to 
a demonstration of the firing 
power of the latest tanks. An- 
other day was spent observing 
Drill Instructors training Ma- 
rine recruits. In each place, the 
Catholic Chaplain’s office took 
the priests aside for the special 
training we need. 


The Reserve Chaplains on 
this seminar were enthusiastic 
over the opportunities that the 
Navy and Marine Commands 
give for a real spiritual ministry 
to the military forces. At all 
levels the opportunities for 
moral and spiritual guidance 
are encouraged. 

During World War II, almost 
3,000 Chaplains were on active 
duty with the Navy and Ma- 
rines. At present, over 800 are 
serving. But what happens if 
another war breaks out? We 
will have even less time to pre- 
pare than in 1941; that’s for 
sure! 

So, the Naval Reserve fills a 
real need. Priests can be train- 
ed for this real emergency ap- 
ostolate, this ‘“sick-call of a 
whole nation,” with a minimum 
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of interference in their civilian 
duties. 


There is no attempt to make 
military men out of Chaplains, 
whether on the Active Duty list, 
or in the Ready Reserve. The 
Navy and the Marines have of- 
ficers—they want priests! But 
the priests will have to exercise 
his apostolate within a military 
framework. 


A World In Itself 


The etiquette, the courtesies, 
the discipline and the chain of 
command are important aspects 
of military life. The priest will 
be much more effective if he 
is familiar with these things. In 
the Naval. Reserve ample op- 
portunity exists to learn these 
matters in a leisurely and 
friendly program. If war comes, 
the priest will be out with the 
dying sooner, and better able 
to take care of himself, besides! 


Many other benefits accrue to 
the Reserve Chaplain. The 
young men of your parish or 
school respect your uniform be- 
cause it is one more bond with 
them. They know you have 
some appreciation of the mil- 
itary service in their immediate 
past or present. And the men 
returning home from camps and 
ships will seek you out for con- 
fession! 

Parents of young servicemen 
will come to you. Some, for in- 
stance, fear that the son who 
went to the Marine Corps is on 
his way to hell fast. If you 
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could see the program present- 
ed in San Diego at the Marine 
Bases, you would know how 
wrong that feeling is. But there 
are times when you will want 
to follow up an enquiry. The 
Reserve Chaplain knows the 
procedure to follow for various 
cases. 

New friends are made in Re- 
serve Companies. In my opin- 
ion, one of the most important 
aspects is the contact with Prot- 
estant ministers. Unless the 
Holy Spirit works outright mir- 
acles, the Vatican Ecumenical 
Council in 1961 is going to de- 
pend on contacts at the local 
level to implement its actions 
for Christian unity. 

Right now, informal discus- 
sions can start our Protestant 
friends thinking about the prob- 
lems. Church unity will require 
much charity and humility to 
be effective. But there must be 
communication to get any mes- 
sage across! Particularly in the 


Chaplain’s Companies these 
communications can be started. 

Who can join the Naval Re- © 
serve as a Chaplain? The best 
answer is to ask at the near- 
est reserve center. In general, 
the requirements concern health 
and age. A priest who has had 
no active duty must be under 
the age of 34, unless special 
circumstances warrant a waiv- 
er. 

The prime condition, of 
course, is the Bishop’s approval. 
However, when the need is ex- 
plained and the small amount of 
time involved is made known, 
this is not as difficult as it 
seems. 

And the need is great. At 
present, many active duty bil- 
lets that should be filled by 
priests are vacant, and then the 
billet is given to a minister. 
Should war come, the need 
would be tremendous! We can 
not be lacking in the care of 
our own. 


+ + 


ca 


. 
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As Others See Us... 


The Buddhists are now referring to Christianity as “the 
true source of Communism.” The Human Life, Buddhist maga- 
zine of Taipei, declares, “It is a known fact that Communism 
has penetrated the church in America and that many pastors 
are pro-Communist. So-called ‘children of God’ in the National 
Council of Churches recommended the recognition of Red China 
and its admission to the United Nations. This proves the true 
nature of Christianity.”—Christian Economics 
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Instructing the Convert 


‘What? How long? V. 


OW much instruction must 
be given before a convert 
is received into the Church?. 


Adults who are obligated by 
divine law to receive baptism 
cannot licitly receive the sacra- 
ment unless they have, be- 
sides the intention necessary 
for the valid reception of bap- 
tism, the necessary dispositions 
and preparation which are re- 
quired by the very nature of 
the sacrament and the law of 
the Church. Hence, before all 
else the convert must receive 
due instruction. 


The amount of instruction 
and the period of time to be 
consumed in imparting the in- 
struction are not determined 
by the Code. Of necessity 
these elements depend on the 
capacities of the individual and 
on other circumstances. In an 
instruction to the Vicar Apos- 
tolic of China, the Sacred Con- 
gregation of the Propagation of 
the Faith declared that the time 
and the curriculum of the cate- 
chumenate were to be deter- 
mined by the prudent judgment 
of the Vicar Apostolic, but the 
period of instruction should not 
be extensively prolonged in the 
case of old people, of the in- 
firm, of those who showed ex- 
traordinary signs of conver- 
sion, or of those who gave an 
outstanding example of forti- 
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tude in time of persecution, The 
Holy Office also decided that 
the time of the catechumenate 
depended on the ability of the 
convert to assimilate the neces- 
sary truths. 


Individual bishops may, how- 
ever, decide the length of time 
for ordinary cases by diocesan 
statute. In the absence of any 
diocesan regulation, the pastor 
or priest in charge may decide 
on the necessary period of 
time, according to the Instruc- 
tion of the Sacred Congregation 
of the Propagation of the Faith. 


The instructions should be 
given with as much dispatch 
and thoroughness as possible, 
but unless there are _ present 
some specific urgent reasons, 
baptism should not be adminis- 
tered before the course of in- 
struction is completed. Though 
no definite amount of instruc- 
tion has been specifically estab- 
lished for all cases by the 
Church, one can arrive at some 
practical conclusions from the 
common belief and practice of 
the Church. In general, a 
complete course in Catholic 
doctrine should be explained. 
To this end detailed instructions 
on the articles contained in the 
Profession of Faith could be 
given. If this is not possible, 
the convert should be taught 
the basic truths of faith and be 
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made to promise to continue 
further, instruction after bap- 
tism. 

The Act of Faith 


For the unbaptized convert, 
an act of faith is indispensable 
as a necessary means, before he 
can be justified by baptism. 
The Council of Trent in defend- 
ing and explaining the Catholic 
concept of justification, assert- 
ed: “Faith is the beginning of 
man’s salvation, the foundation 
and root of all justification.” 
As a general rule, then, one 
may argue that the catechumen 
should know and believe fide 
divina et catholica all the es- 
sential truths which are con- 
tained in the Scriptures and in 
Tradition as proposed by the 
Church, either in solemn judg- 
ment or by the ordinary and 
universal magisterium, to be 
believed as divinely revealed. 
To deny or even doubt any of 
these truths would be to lapse 
into heresy. 


It is not necessary, though 
certainly it is desirable, that the 
convert know and _ believe all 
these revealed truths explicitly. 
Substantially it suffices that 
all of them are believed impli- 
citly. In the determination of 
the degree of explicit faith 
which is required, it is neces- 
sary to distinguish between 
those truths which must be be- 
lieved necessitate medii and 
those concerning which belief 
is necessary necessitate prae- 
cepti. The unanimous consent 
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of theologians, confirmed by 
ecclesiastical decisions, affirms 
that every convert, however il- 
literate he may be, must as a 
necessary means believe expli- 
citly, and with an understand- 
ing of the terms in which they 
are expressed, at least two 
truths: the existence of God 
and His remunerative justice. 


Whether explicit belief in the 
Holy Trinity and in the mystery 
of the Incarnation is also abso- 
lutely necessary as a means of 
justification is still a matter of 
controversy among theologians. 
The majority opinion denies the 
necessity for explicit belief. The 
opposing view seems more 
probable, however, and since 
there is question of a means to 
eternal life, the pars tutior 
must be followed in practice. 


This conclusion is supported 
by two responses of the Holy 
Office. This Supreme Congre- 
gation was asked whether the 
minister is obliged to explain 
all the mysteries of faith before 
he confers baptism on an adult, 
especially if he is near death, 
when such an_e explanation 
would disturb his peace of 
mind, or whether it suffices if 
the adult promises that, when 
he has recovered from his ill- 
ness, he shall take instructions 
and practice faithfully what is 
demanded of him. 


To this the Holy Office re- 
plied that a mere promise did 
not suffice, but that the mis- 
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sionary was obliged to explain 
to the adult convert — even if 
he was near death—as long as 
he was not wholly incapable of 
comprehension, the mysteries 
of faith regarding which knowl- 
edge was indispensable as a 
means of salvation, as are espe- 
cially the mysteries of the Trin- 
ity and the Incarnation. 

A few months later the Holy 
Office insisted that one who 


does not explicitly believe in 
Jesus Christ cannot be permit- 
ted to receive baptism. It is 
important to note that the obli- 
gation on the one imparting the 
instructions is not merely to 
propose these four necessary 
truths, but to explain them, so 
that the convert can be said to 
understand the essence of these 
mysteries. (Goodwine, “Recep- 
tion of Converts’) 


Dollar Security 


“Some of these men looked forward all their lives to old 
age and retirement,” said Salvation Army officer Frank Still- 
well in Chicago the other day when talking with the press. 

“Now forced to live on pensions in an inflated economy, 


this is all they can afford.” 


Stillwell was speaking of the estimated 2,500 elderly pen- 
sioners who live among the bums and derelicts in the flop- 
houses of Chicago’s “Skid Row.” 


Almost none of the pensioners are alcoholics, according 
to Ronald Quinn, head of the Salvation Army’s Skid Row 


Mission. 


“Their only weakness is age,” Quinn said. “Their problem 
is purely economic and their only real vice is that they want 


to live.’—Le Travail 
October / 1960 
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The Prayers after Mass 


WALTER J. SCHMITZ, S.S., S.T.D. 


N the Salve Regina after 
’ Mass is the word “hail” re- 
peated? Some versions insert 
the “hail” twice and likewise I 
have heard priests recite it with 
or without the second -“‘hail.” 
What is correct? 


The official version, approv- 
ed by the United States Hier- 
archy in 1947, reads “Hail, Holy 
Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, 
our life, etc.” We find that this 
corresponds to the Latin, Salve 
Regina, where the word, salve, 
appears twice: “Salve Re- 
gina, Mater misericordiae . . 
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, 
salve.” 


LEONINE PRAYERS 


a) What are the new regula- 
tions about the recitation and 
omission of the Leonine prayers 
after Mass? 

b) When were these prayers 
first introduced and what is the 
reason for them? Have they 
been recited for the conversion 
of Russia? 

a) Listed is the rescript of 
March 9, 1960: 

“A number of local Ordin- 
aries have inquired of the Sac- 
red Congregation of Rites 
whether the decree n. 4305 of 
June 20, 1913, which permits 
the omission of the prayers af- 
ter Mass when the latter is 
celebrated with some solemni- 
ty, may be applied to the so- 
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called dialogue Masses when 
celebrated according to the 
September 1958 Instruction of 
the .S:R,C.,.n- 312 

“After taking into consid- 
eration the opinion of the Litur- 
gical Commission, this Sacred 
Congregation of Rites decided 
to answer: Affirmatively, and 
according to the mind of this 
same Congregation. 

“Its mind is, that these so- 
called Leonine prayers may be 
omitted: 

*1) at wedding Masses, or on 
the occasion of first Com- 
munion, of a general Com- 
munion, of confirmation, or or- 
dination, or of religious pro- 
fession; 

“2) when Mass is followed 
immediately and with due pro- 
piety by some other sacred 
function or ‘pious exercise’; 

“3) when a homily is given 
during Mass; 

“4) after a dialogue Mass, but 
on Sundays and feastdays only. 

“5) The local Ordinaries may 
moreover permit these prayers 
to be recited in the vernacular, 
according to a_ translation 
which they have approved. 

“The above was submitted to 
His Holiness, Pope John XXIII, 
by the undersigned Cardinal 
Prefect of the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Rites, and His Holi- 
ness was pleased to approve and 
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confirm this rescript. All things 
to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing.” 
+Cajetan Cardinal Cicognani, 
Prefect 
Henry Dante, Secretary 
March 9, 1960 
b) ‘These prayers were first 
ordered in 1884 and 1886 by 
Pope Leo XIII to be recited 
after Mass in all churches for 
the needs of the Church. St. 
Pius X in 1903 and Pope Bene- 
dict XV in 1915 renewed the 
wishes of their illustrious pre- 
decessor, Pope Leo XIII. In 
1930 Pope Pius XI in an allocu- 
tion ordered these prayers to 
be said for Russia and directed 
that bishops and priests fre- 
quently remind their congre- 
gation and their people of this 
intention. 


LEONINE PRAYERS AGAIN 


Since the recent decree about 
the omission of the Leonine 
prayers, a priest-friend informs 
me that he omits them if he 
has a diologue Mass on a week- 
day that happens to be the 
feast of some saint — in other 
words, if the ordo does not in- 
dicate a “de ea.” Is this per- 
mitted according to the re- 
script? 

Number 4 of the decree 
reads “after a dialogue Mass, 
but on Sunday and feastdays 
only.” Some are known to have 
interpreted this as indicated by 
our inquirer. We are not of that 
opinion. We feel that if such 
was the mind of the Congrega- 
tion, it would have been clearly 
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indicated in the rescript. How- 
ever, we are willing to admit 
that such “could” have been 
the mind of the Congregation. 
Until further clarification we 
feel that the rescript permits 
dropping these prayers accord- 
ing to point 4 at a dialogue Mass 
on Sunday and on holydays of 
obligation. We know of one 
chancery office that gave this 
as the official interpretation to 
its priests. 


ADDITIONAL PRAYERS AFTER 
MAss 


a) Is it permissible for the 
celebrant at Mass to add at 
will to the Leonine prayers 
other invocations, litanies, 
prayers? 

b) What is to be said of ad- 
ding prayers at the end of a 
Sung Mass? 


We are not aware of any 
legislation forbidding one to 
add prayers to the already pre- 
scribed prayers after Mass. 
However, since the mind of the 
Church is to disassociate the 
non-essentials from Mass, it 
seems better not to add prayers 
prompted by private devotion. 
If there are novena prayers at 
a particular season, there would 
be a justifying cause; but 
otherwise, we would rule such 
a practice out. The same may 
be said to hold after a sung 


‘Mass, although some particular 


emergency or need in the par- 
ish or country might warrant 
special prayers even after a 
sung Mass. 
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MAss CEREMONIES 


Please state the laws govern- 
ing the following: 

a) The maximum tone of 
voice to be used by the cele- 
brant of a Mass at a side altar 
while a Mass is being offered 
at the principal altar. 

b) The postures to be ob- 
served by persons in range of 
a side altar (i.e. within sight 
or ear-shot) where a Mass is 
being offered while a Mass is 
in progress at the principal al- 
tar, the two not being synchro- 
nized. 

a) All rubricians direct that 
the priest at Mass should speak 
sufficiently loud and clear to 
enable those who are present 
to hear without difficulty what 
is being said. Likewise, we are 
warned not to use a tone of 
voice that will distract a priest 
or priests offering Masses at 
other altars. The individual 
celebrant must use his own dis- 
cretion in this matter. 

b) People attending Mass 
should observe what is going 
on at that particular altar. 
However, if there is a side al- 
tar within close view, it would 
seem the more proper thing 
to kneel at the time of conse- 
cration. It is because of situa- 
tions like this that in many 
large city parishes, regulations 


forbid Masses at side altars on 
Sunday while scheduled Mass- 
es are being offered. 
WEDDING RING BLESSING 
Is it permissible to bless the 
ring at a mixed marriage? 
There is absolutely nothing 
in the ritual that permits or 
justifies the officiant at a 
mixed marriage to bless the 
ring during this ceremony. 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY 
COMMUNION 


When priests other than the 
celebrant distribute Holy Com- 
munion and return to the altar 
after Mass is ended, is the 
Blessed Sacrament simply re- 
posed in the tabernacle, or 
should one of the priests ter- 
minate with the prayers and 
blessing prescribed for distri- 
bution of Communion outside 
of Mass? 

If priests assist the celebrant 
with the distribution of Holy 
Communion, the celebrant 
should not continue Mass until 
all have returned to the altar. 
If a _ priest distributes Holy 
Communion apart from the 
celebrant, before the regular 
time, he should recite all the 
prayers that are prescribed for 
the distribution of Holy Com- 
munion outside of Mass, even 
though the celebrant has al- 
ready finished his Mass. 


> 
With a Difference 


“We have flower battles just as they do in Nice. Only here 
we throw the pots as well.” — Brendan Behan, on the Dublin 


Festival. 
910 
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Learning the Mass 


sy Walter J. Schmitz, S.S., S.T.D. 


Bruce, Milwaukee, 1960, pp. 64 


S is none other than our 

learned colleague and fellow- 
ditor of THE Priest, faculty 
nember of the Catholic Univers- 
ty, master of ceremonies of the 
Archdiocese of Washington, friend 
ind mentor to hundreds if not 
housands of men now | serving 
x0d in the holy priesthood. Those 
vho do not know Fr. Schmitz 
yersonally have at least formed a 
eading friendship with him 
hrough his informative columns 
oth in this magazine and in Em- 
nanuel. 


Ordained in 1934, Fr. Schmitz 
mmediately joined the Sulpicians 
0 make a career of instructing 
eminarians. It was he, in fact, 
vho taught this present writer 
iow to read the Breviary. And his 
00k reflects his experience: it is 
lear, concise, positive. 


General Principles are taken 
are of in Chapter I: Voice, Eyes, 
3ows, Hands, Turns, Preparation 
n the Sacristy. 


The second chapter follows in 
“column format: one has the 
satin text of the Mass in boldface, 
he other, the corresponding com- 
nentary. Footnotes take care of 
xceptions such as Ember. Days. 

Chapter III discusses the Re- 
uiem, Sung Masses, Mass With- 
ut Server, Bination and Trina- 
ion, Fasting. 
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Chapter IV: Distribution of 
Holy Communion. 


Appendix: Benediction. 


The altarcards are included, 
ut jacent, probably as a fold-in. 
We are looking at advance proofs, 
from which one cannot know — 
nor do these proofs list the price. 

Learning the Mass will as- 
suredly become The Text for in- 
numerable classes of deacons, as 
well as for those of us who make 
a regular practice of reviewing 
the rubrics. — R.G. 


Priest of Christ 
Francis J. Ripley 


Newman, Westminster, Md., 1960, 
pp. 198, $3.95 


7 late Prof. George A. Dorsey, 
of “Why We Behave Like Hu- 
man Beings?” fame, once dropped 
the following jewel in the course 
of an otherwise uninspired lecture 
to a group of London professional 
people. He was referring, I think, 
to foreign missionaries, presum- 
ably Protestant, as “people who 
measure themselves by a small 
standard and thereby find them- 
selves perfect.” That was what 
the Pharisee in Our Lord’s Parable 
of the Pharisee and the Publican 
was doing. Performance of the 
more obvious externals of his re- 
ligion made him very self-com- 
placent. j 

Any priest who feels that he is 
slipping into that slough will find 
an antidote for it in Father Rip- 
ley’s Priest of Christ. A series of 
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ther Ripley throws himself and 
his fellow priests at the feet of 
the Woman who, under the Holy 
Ghost, guided the years of His 
formation. — Stephen Gardner, 
Winchester, Hants. 


Why Christ? 
B. C. Butler 


Helicon, Baltimore, 1960, 
164 pp., $3.50 


E flap on the jacket says: 
Dom Butler has not here pre- 
pared a tract in apologetics. His is 
the work of a reasonable, cultured 
human being, quietly and cogently 
discussing the basic questions of 
the human condition.” 

Yes; very reasonable and cultur- 
ed. But not light reading. You 
will have to think and concentrate 
and then think and concentrate 
some more. And then it will dawn 
upon you that here is a very learn- 
ed little work indeed. A sample: 
“At the present day it would be 
hard to point to any one stream of 
philosophical thought as_ typical. 
It is not easy to find a common 
measure or inclusive viewpoint en- 
abling one to get a synoptic view 
of the existentialists, the linguistic 
analysts, the neo-Thomists, and 
those philosophers who are really 
psychological behaviourists. We 
may, indeed, be on the thres- 
hold of a great revival of philoso- 
phy, though the evidence of its 
approach is lacking. But at the 
moment the intellectual achieve- 
ment which dominates contempor- 
ary imagination is that of natur- 
al science: a science less confident 
than it was seventy-five years ago 
that it will ever be able to an- 
swer any ultimate questions, read- 
ier perhaps than of old to admit 
its own dependence on philosophy, 
but more powerful than ever be- 
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talks chosen from among the 
many hundreds of conferences tat 
priests which he has conducted. | 
This reviewer’s first reaction as | 
he read conference after confer- - 
ence was, “Just when does Father) 
sleep, meditate, get in his weekly 
18 holes?” — questions quite te 
the point, since our retreat master 
tells us that all work and no play 
can do worse to Jack than make 
make him dull. Your ideal priest 
does not discard his books at or- 
dination, nor abandon spiritual 
exercises demanded of him dur- 
ing his long years of philosophy 
and theology. He carries them 
over into his parish work, into 
the routine of the daily grind. 
They are always his background 
even as he wrestles with the Cru- 
sade for Souls, the Inquirers’ 
Class, the social contacts of his 
environment where the _ priest 
must not be set down as a well 
trained mechanic without culture. 

No question about it. Whatever 
else a priest is he is a priest, 
first, last, and always. Any con- 
siderable dropping to the ways 
and speech of the man of the 
world lessens people’s respect for 
him and his respect for himself. 
There is a certain modicum of 
truth in the now outmoded psy- 
chology of Behaviorism. It is the 
reverse of our own Scholastic dic- 
tum, “Actio sequitur esse’ “Esse 
sequitur actionem.” A _ constant 
low rating of one’s self and one’s 
vocation can change a_personal- 
ity trait. The standard by which 
we are to measure ourselves (and 
be measured) is a tall one indeed, 
the standard of that life which 
became ours when we became 
priests after the order of Mel. 
chisedech. Small wonder that Fa 
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‘2 to transform, and perhaps to 
troy, the material conditions of 
Gnan existence.”’ (Chapter I, The 
midern Situation, p. 8.) 
hapter one argues that human 
98 needs for its well-being a con- 
ing and inspiring “faith” or 
“dion. Chapter two shows that this 
tion must be in some sense a vis- 
of God. Chapter three treats 
religion in history, chapter four 
#irevelation, chapter five of Chris- 
@n origins, chapter six of Christ 
M1 the Church, and the seventh 
#1 last chapter of living by faith. 
he last paragraph of the book, 
St before the index: “Such is the 
tion that Christianity offers to 
% individual and to _ society. 
nen a man has once realized at 
# deeply its nature, its adaptation 
tour human needs, and its conson- 
‘ce with the verdict of our con- 
Hence, it is unlikely that he will 
‘er find profound and lasting 
“tisfactiion until he has made the 
sion his own.’ 
‘Summary: A book of sufficient 
i aan any scholar. A choiice 
— WwW. 


Morality and 
the Homosexual 


‘By Michael J. Buckley, D.D. 


Newman, Westminster, Md., 1960, 
pp. 214, $3.50 


i problem of homosexuality 
‘has received considerable at- 
mtion from the moral theologian 
uring the past decade or more 
nd an impressive amount of lit- 
rature dealing with the moral 
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and pastoral aspects of this anom- 
aly has already appeared. Fr, 
Buckley views it from an En- 
glish background and is indebted 
to the recent Wolfenden Report 
for much of his factual informa- 
tion. 

Although attempts to get accur- 
ate figures on the extent of the 
practice are largely unsuccessful, 


‘Fr. Buckley concludes that homo- 


sexuality, although still compara- 
tively rare, is more widespread 
than it was formerly in England. 
He then discusses the various 
theories advanced by psycholo- 
gists, etc., regarding the causes 
of homosexuality. While rejecting 
any physical basis, either genetic 
or hormonal, he seems willing to 
admit that early family environ- 
ment may have considerable in- 
fluence on the origin of the dis- 
turbance. But he also maintains 
that “acquired homosexuality by 
initiation and indulgence must be 
admitted as the main causative 
factor in a large number of cases.” 

He then takes up the question 
of moral responsibility. Since he 
inclines to the belief that the con- 
dition is nothing more than a bad- 
habit fixation, in his opinion 
“there can be no doubt that the 
homosexual is generally to some 
degree responsible for his condi- 
tion.” As for the acts themselves, 
he would apply the same moral 
standards of responsibility as 
would hold for heterosexual con- 
duct, except in the rare case 
where homosexuality is com- 
plicated by the presence of some 
psychotic or neurotic disturbance. 
In other words, he does not feel 
that the homosexual twist itself 
is a reason for mitigated respon- 
sibility. 

Because he feels that the homo- 
sexual is generally responsible 
for his condition, he would de- 
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the priesthood. 


CHRIST IN THE SEMINARIAN 
is a book our seminarians will en- 
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throughout their seminary train- 
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preciated remembrance. 
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mand an explicit renunciation } 
the perversion of the instina! 
Where this is made, he allows ff 
mitigated responsibility for sul! 
sequent lapses, even though the 
may be advertent. But if th 
homosexual fails to make this r 


nunciation, he would hold hii 
fully responsible for subseque# 
acts. 


More Than A Simple Habit 


The present reviewer feels th# 
the author has oversimplified thi 
problem and confused the issua 
involved by reducing it largely i 
a simple bad habit. There are tay 
many uncertainties about the ort 
gin of homosexuality to warrar 
such a simplification. There ‘| 
strong evidence to show thei 
homosexuality constitutes a ps™ 
chological as well as a mora 
problem, and it is important from 
a pastoral standpoint to distin 
guish the two. The function of ths 
priest is to handle the moral prot 
lem, i.e., the problem of contro: 
If control would eventually cou 
rect the instinct, solving the prob 
lem of control would automatic 
ally solve the psychological prob 
lem. But I am inclined to thinl 
that the perversion of the instince:! 
which is present in true homo 
sexuality will not yield to mora 
effects. It goes deeper and wil 
call for psychological help, wher 
indeed it is amenable to correc 
tion. 

At any rate, the goal of pastora 
effort will be to prevent homo 
sexual lapses. Correction of the 
anomaly will be the function 0: 
the psychologist or psychiatrist 
Morever, while the homosexua 
must renounce any further indul 
gence, I do not think it will be 
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prudent, as the author suggests, 
to insist on an obligation to re- 
nounce his condition. Ordinarily, 
the homosexual is _ dissatisfied 
with his condition and would wish 
to be normal. It is precisely the 
hopelessness of the situation and 
the conflict he is experiencing 
that often drives him into homo- 
sexual conduct. Rather than get 
him to renounce his condition, 
the priest may have to get him to 
accept it, as one accepts a chronic 
disease. Such acceptance may be 
the first step at achieving control, 
since often enough it is resent- 
ment at the affliction that makes 
control impossible. 


The reader will find Ch. 11, 
“The Priest and the Homosexual” 
one of the most satisfactory parts 


distinct but related 


seers 


Notre Dame 6, Indiana 


916 


CATHOLIC MISS 


not find himself in total agreemen 
with Fr. Buckley’s moral analysi 
of the problem. — John R. Con 
nery, S.J.. West Baden College 
West Baden Springs, Indiana. 
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(revised edition) 
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Hanover House, Garden City, New Yo 
1960, pp. 166, $2.95 


A FE literary editor of Americ 
has updated his work in thi 
revised edition. The book has 
been almost 20 years in growing 
it had its beginning as an answer 
to some exceptions taken to Fath 
er Gardiner’s review of A Tre 
Grows in Brooklyn back in 1943 
Since then, Father Gardiner has: 
elaborated his treatment of th 
Catholic principles of literary 
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‘idgment from a pamphlet to the 
Sresent volume wherein those 
Srinciples are applied to such a 
fecent work as The Devil’s Advo- 
ute. 


jiain parts: principles for moral 
ivaluation, realism and moral eval- 
Sation, principles on the function 
if literature, literature’s challenge 
d creative reading. Of these, 
‘ne first part (and the oldest) is 
ine best. 

» Norms is not light reading, but 
* is important to anyone interest- 
id in literature and in literary 
ivaluation.—Vincent M. Eaton, S. 
4., St. Charles College, Catonsville, 
d. 


On Visitation 


_ We have to welcome Our Lord 
fin Holy Communion, not only 
‘as the friend who comes to 
visit us, not only as the physi- 
cian who comes to heal us, but 
as the auditor (if I may put it 
as prosaically as that) who 
comes to put our accounts 
Straight for us. How wonderful 
if the voice which greets us 
after death should be heard 
saying: “His sins? That is all 
right; we have been into all that 
before.” — Ronald Knox, Pas- 
toral Sermons. 
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Education Toward 
Parish Support 


| heartily agree with part of Mr. 

McGough’s letter in the August 
issue. Discussing money “in itself” 
from the pulpit is not effective. 
Pastors who share their knowl- 
edge of parish problems and pro- 
gress with their people do get in- 
creased cooperation. 


As a layman, I would be delight- 
ed to agree also that inadequate 
Church support is “the fault of 
the pastor and poor administra- 
tion.” This neatly shifts the re- 
sponsibility from the layman to 
the priest, as if the Fifth Precept 
were intended for the clergy alone. 
Having seven children, I can do 
without unnecessary responsibili- 
ties. Unfortunately, it just won’t 
work. 


I, too, have had an opportunity 
to observe fund-raising appeals, 
both as a parishioner and as a pro- 
fessional consultant who has 
watched more than 5,000 of them 
in Catholic parishes. I am convinc- 
ed that inadequate Church support 
results from a failure to teach 
Catholics their obligations in this 
respect or to show them the spir- 
itual considerations involved. We 
can’t very well blame the pastor 
for the trouble which began when 
he, and today’s Catholic adults, 
were children. For it is as children 
that the laity should begin learn- 
ing responsibility for Church sup- 
port. We acquire our habits of and 
motivations for giving right along 
with other habits of thought and 
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action — in the school, in religious 
instruction classes, from sermons 
from what our parents say and” 
most of all, from what our parents} 
teach us through example. The 
teaching of the Church continues? 
throughout our lives and it begins 
in our youth. 

That Catholics will accept real 
responsibility for Church suppor? 
is strikingly demonstrated in par 
ish income campaigns. These con: 
sistently triple and continue this 
augmented parish support. But it 
would not be necessary to emplo' 
professional campaign directiom 
for the regular needs of the 
Church if Catholics were educated 
to giving and accepted even 4 
small sacrifice not as an annoy-' 
ance but as a tremendous spiritual 
opportunity. The parish income: 
campaign is an urgent necessityy 
only because it begins the educa-. 
tion of the laity to their respon- 
sibilities and affects not only theiry 
own giving but, through example,, 
that of their children. 

It is probable that special ap- 
peals to meet extraordinary needs: 
always will be required. But they; 
would be few in number if Cath-: 
olics gave even a small percentage: 
of what they can afford to the: 


Church. 
Why Irritation? | 
Mr. McGough asserts that the: 
pastor who talks about Church) 
support from the pulpit irritates: 
the “paying customers.” Why’ 
should the layman be irritated (or: 
is it guilty?) when the pastor 
talks about the Fifth Precept of’ 
the Church? He doesn’t question 
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* by a modern Catholic to explore the history and significance of 
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® in relation to man’s life and destiny. “ .. . comprehensive, yet 
* restrained, and spiritual directors, psychologists, physicians, and 

; educated laymen would do well to read it.” — America. A Catho- 


| lic Book Club Selection. $4.75 


THE CONVERSION OF AUGUSTINE 


« by Romano Guardini. Translated by Elinor C. Briefs. A brilliant 
| psychological, philosophical, and theological analysis of the Con- 
- fessions of St. Augustine. Always an exciting and profound writer, 

Monsignor Guardini is at his very best in this sensitive interpre- 


| tation of a classic in the history of the human spirit. A Catholic | 
Book Club Selection. $3.95 


WHAT IS AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL? 


by Msgr. Thoralf T. Thielen. Pope John XXIII has scheduled an 
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Thielen answers these questions and provides a synopsis of rae 
history of the Church’s past councils. 
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the other Church commandments ; 
because he has been taught them 1 
and accepts them. ‘| 

I grew up in a parish where 
money never was mentioned by 
the pastor, except when he said | 
“thank you” for the people’s gen- : 
erosity. He didn’t have to mention 
money for his people accepted - 
their responsibility for Church 
support in the same spirit as their 
obligation to assist at Mass on 
Sundays. They gave in full meas- 
ure, as their means allowed, and 
the children of the parish grew up 
to accept the responsibility in 
turn. If a priest must ask his 
people to support the Church, it 
is the people who should be 
ashamed, not the priest. 

Because he has been taught and 
believes in the other five Church 
commandments, a parishioner may 
struggle through a blizzard to | 
Mass, rigidly observes the precepts | 
on yearly confession and “Easter 
Duty” and eschews meat on Friday | 
or marriage with his cousin. The 
pastor’s problem is that the Fifth 
Precept is largely forgotten until 
the Catholic adult wakes up to 
find it is he who must support the 
Church. 


There’s a handy old excuse’ 
which can be applied to everything | 


hole in the church roof: — it’s 
the pastor’s fault. Before getting 
“irritated,” we laymen might well 
look into our own hearts and ask 
just how much sacrifice we are 
making and where the fault really 
ies. 


Respectfully yours, ) 
(Mr.) Bernard H. Lawson | 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 

October / 1960. | 
; 
| 


The most widely used 
Sound Filmstrip series 
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'Portraying the Revised Baltimore Catechism Lesson by Lesson in 
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The entire St. John’s Catechism consists of 30 Units: 
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Instructions Recorded 


|N the August issue, THE PRIEST, 
J. J. St. James asks — “Is 
there any recorded course of in- 
structions on the Catholic Faith? 
If not, why not?” 

While I cannot give a definite 
answer to the exact question, 
there is a book, The Font of 
Truth, published by the Daughters 
of St. Paul, Boston, and written 
by Rev. Nelson W. Logal, which 
contains transcripts of 26 instruc- 
tions originally used as the scripts 
for individual tape recordings. 

The scripts were designed for 
the ear rather than the eye, and 
they are tailored, with few ex- 
ceptions (Marriage, The Euchar- 
ist, and Last Things) to fit a 30- 
minute tape when recorded at a 
reasonable rate of speed. The 
entire course, as shown in the 
Table of Contents, is geared to 
be used in conjunction with the 
Baltimore Catechism, even though 
the exact order of the Cate- 
chism is not followed. 

Originally I wrote The Font of 
Truth for the express purpose of 
providing priests with material 
to use for their own recordings, 
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European craftsmen have borrowed the col- 
ors and motifs from famous Cathedral win- 

. All that is needed to 
Lithophane on any size window is 
¢ Loveliness A 
Prices from .37¢ sq. ft. Wh; 


Send for FREE Samples, Catalog Dept. P-100 fa Z 


dows for Lithophane. 
install 
smooth, clean glass and water. 
lasts for generations. 


I/VAL/CO.,' 5206. Tilden Ave., 


922 


stains glass 


in their own voices, believing that 
such transcriptions would be@ 
more useful in instructing con- i) 
verts than pre-fab jobs which 
would tend to depersonalize thet 
recordings. ; ] 

At first the publishers intended @ 
to issue a paper-back edition of! 
The Font of Truth without theg 
name of the author, so that afters 
the instructions, priests who used 
the technique of basic instructions = 
could give their converts an exact} 
transcript of the material. This® 
plan fell through, due largely tog 
promotional costs, but the hard- 
covered book is still in print. 
Priests who wish to experiment! 
with recorded instructions canf 
make their own series in their 
own voices without expenditures 
of time in preparing the material. . 

Simply order the book fromt 

The Daughters of St. Paul 

Boston, Mass. 

Sincerely, 

V. Rev. Msgr. Nelson W. Logal ! 

Elma, N.Y. 
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Revise the ‘Via Crucis’? 


OW that we’ve finished over 
poor St. Alphonsus, perhaps 
the time is right to offer some : 
suggestions for improving the: 
Stations of the Cross themselves. . 
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This wonderful devotion would 
be more effective if it correspond- 
ed more closely to the Gospel 
text. For instance, when pictures 
are used, Simon of Cyrene ap- 
-pears in the Fifth Station, and 
then promptly exits, leaving the 
cross back on Jesus’ shoulders. 
This is done to allow for two 
more “falls.” But the Gospel does- 
n’t mention any fall of Jesus, nor 
is there any mention of Veronica 
and her veil. 

Surely the crucifixion of Jesus 
was terrible enough without any 
need for embroidering the stark 
facts with apocryphal details. The 
Holy Week liturgy was vastly im- 
proved after its medieval ac- 
cretions were stripped away. The 
same thing should be done for the 


Stations. If it is objected that the 
removal of these four stations ’ 
would be upsetting to the people, 
we should point out that the mod- 
ern, Bible-conscious layman is 
more likely to be upset when he 

discovers that these incidents are 

nowhere mentioned in the Gospel. 


One further suggestion: Station — 
prayers for public use are most 
satisfactory when they are drawn 
from biblical and liturgical texts. 
But if more modern authors are 
used, we should avoid statements 
like: “The cruelty of His execut- 
ioners was excessive; they tried 
to hasten His steps when He had 
scarcely strength to move.” 


There is no basis for such a 
statement in the Gospel. On the 
contrary, we are told that they 
were considerate enough to make 
Simon carry the cross for Jesus. 
Why should we try to make the 
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death of Christ even more _ hor-. 
rible and gory than it really was?! 
Why refer to His executioners as 
“these barbarians’? Our anger 
should be turned toward our own 
sinfulness, the real cause of 
Christ’s suffering. When we lead 
our people in this devotion, put- 
ting aside any straining for effect, , 
we should quietly and reverently 
recall the story of our Lord’s: 
passion as found in the Holy Gos-: 
pel. Nothing more need be added. 


Presbyter 
New Jersey 


A Plea For 


Honest Criticism 


| AM sure that many points in 

Father Leonard’s article, “Fa- 
ther Wrote It,” will be received | 
with profit and good will by 
priests who wrote books. At the 
same time, I think that his article 
points up another weakness of our 
Catholic Press: the quality of our 
criticism is quite uneven. We have : 
some very competent literary crit- 
ics. But some of our book review- 
ers seem unaware of the influence : 
and importance attached to their ' 
reviews by others, both readers} 
and writers. At least occasionally ' 
and in some Catholic publications, | 
you have the suspicion that the 
critic is not the well-paid writer | 
with a well-rounded background | 
that he should be. He seems to be | 
performing a difficult task in a| 
perfunctory way for a _ pittance, 
possibly a free copy of the book | 
reviewed. 


I have in mind especially one) 
review of Paul Horgan’s_ book, 
A Distant Trumpet. In one of our 
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outstanding Catholic magazines. 
with a reputation for better-than- : 
average quality, Mr. Horgan’s 
latest work receives an almost 
merciless blasting. The characters 
are said to be unequal to the de- 
mands the author puts on them, 
superficial, one-dimensional, shal- 
low. 


The book is “too long” and the | 
plot “too pat.” The reviewer sus- | 


pects that the author set out to 
write a “big book.” 

Finally, the critic lets loose a 
broadside at what he calls “Mr. 
Horgan’s soft, sentimental style 
of writing.” This is the reception 
that a Catholic winner of the 
Pulitzer, Harper, and Bancroft 
award gets in an _ outstanding 
Catholic magazine for a book that 
is being widely acclaimed else- 
where as an outstanding novel. 
And all of the works of a literary 
lifetime of over 25 years seem to 
be junked together as written in 
a “soft sentimental style of writ- 
ing.” Practically, the reader won- 
ders whether this criticism in- 
cludes works like The Fault of 
Angles, which won the Harper 
award mainly for its hardy real- 
ism, or more recent classics like 
The Saintmaker’s Christmas Eve 
and Devil in the Desert. 

In this busy age, literary critics 
perform an extremely valuable 
function. My point is, though, that | 
if the job is performed in a care- 
less or an incompetent manner, 
it can work a serious injustice to | 
both the writer and the reading 
public. Perhaps the solution 


would be a living and attractive | 


wage for competent critics. 
In Christ the King, 


Joyce Finnigan, O.F.M, | 


Dexter, N.M. 
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No Carmels, Please! 


M4» I submit an objection to 

a statement made by Father 
John E. Coogan, S.J., in his ar- 
ticle: “The Eucharistic Fast: 
Some Notes” appearing in the 
August 1960 issue of THE PRIEST? 


The statement in the article is 
as follows: 

“Need the substance be liquid 
before it enters the mouth?... 
there is good authority for the 
opinion that it suffices that the 
substance be liquid when it is 
swallowed...” (703-704). 

In matters pertaining to the 
Eucharistic Fast, the Holy Office 
alone has authority to make de- 
cisions (canon 247,85). As far 


back as 1893 and 1897 the Holy’ 
Office defined what is meant by’ 


liquid food: 


“The mind is that when the ex- - 


pression ‘per modum  potus’ is 


used, it is understood that the: 
person may take broth, coffee, or’ 


other liquid food, 


mixed some substance such as 


wheat meal, grated bread, and the | 
like, provided the whole mixture | 


in which is: 


continued to have the nature of 


liquid food. His Holiness approved | 
(Holy Office 7 Sep- 


this reply.” 


tember 1897) cf. Bouscaren Canon . 


Law Digest iv,268-269. 


Very recently, June 1957, Car- : 


dinal Ottaviani, 
tary of the Holy Office, in an 


then Pro-Secre- | 


article which appeared in Studi. 


Cattolico responded to a number 


of questions which had been pro- | 


posed “. . . to the Holy Office, or 
to Ordinaries, or were examined 
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in periodicals...’ Among the 
yquestions answered by Cardinal 
Ottaviani, was the one suggested 
‘by Father Coogan: 

* “May a solid such as a carmel 
which is dissolved in the mouth 
before it is swallowed be consid- 
ered a liquid?” 

’ To this question Cardinal Ot- 
Hl taviani replied: 

* “No. It must be already a liquid 
‘before it enters the mouth.” 
§ (Bouscaren, Canon Law Digest iv, 
1 289, 2°) 

_ In view of this response by the 
a Pro-Secretary of the Holy 
\ Office, it would seem that the 
| wider interpretation, which would 
‘permit the taking of a solid and 
| dissolving it in the mouth, can no 
jlonger be followed. One of the 
)norms of interpretation is the 


“mens legislatoris.” (Canon 18) 
The statement of Cardinal Otta- 
viani, as Pro-Secretary of the Holy 
Office, it would seem, gives us 

the “mens legislatoris.” 
Very sincerely in Christ, 
Wolfgang Frey, O.S.B. 
Youngstown, Ohio 


‘Watch Your 
Language’ (bis) 

| agree with the author of the 

letter “Watch Your Language” 
in your August issue. For us 
priests, “watching our language” 
should mean more than merely a- 
voiding profanity. For if there is 
anyone who should be exact in 
speech, it is the priest. Among 
brother-priests, a pardonable sen- 
tence may be imposed upon those 
who insist on murdering the 
Queen’s English. 

But to do so in pubilc—that 
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is when engaged in serious dis- 
cussion — is a linguistic crime of 
the first order. True it is: time 
doth change many things, includ- 
ing speech, manners, and dress. 
But that change should always be 
for the better, Centainty: not for the 
worse. 


Sacredos Criticus 
Troy, New York 


Retreat Houses For Priests 


A Chicago priest asks about re- 
treat houses similar to that of 
Auriesville. I have not been there, 
although I have promised myself 
such a treat sometime. 


But I have made “retreat” visits 
(actually only visits of curiosity 
on first stop) to several Cistercian 
monasteries of the Strict Observ- 
ance. Two I feel I will find a 
hearty welcome from any priest 
interested in a retreat. They are 
St. Joseph Abbey at Spencer, Mass., 
about 12 miles from Worcester, 
Mass., and Our Lady of the Genes- 
see Abbey at Piffard, N. Y., about 
30 miles from Rochester. The for- 


back. 


boards. 
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priest retreatants. 
now in process of renovating (an¢ 
I do mean renovating to every; 
comfort) a building accommodat: 
ing six priests. At St. Joseph’s oneé 
formal lecture or conference is givi 
en by one of the Trappist monks 
appointed for that work. At Pi 
fard and also at Conyers, Georgiz 
no formal conference is given. ( 
could be wrong about Conyers). A! 
spiritual director is available daily) 
for conference and consultation. | 


One may come or go at his willl! 
The only courtesy asked is thai 
they be informed or contacteo 
earlier to assure accommodations: 
Retreatants are not permitted ta 
leave the premises without per 
mission. As to costs, never a wore 
of money is mentioned. One of} 
fers whatever he feels he is in 3 
position to spare. No one is forcec 
to participate in the monastic ser: 
vices, although all are expected ta 
attend the daily Conventua: 
Mass and Compline in the evening: 
Food is good, reception is the 
warmest. “Interested Priest, Chica 
go” might find the Trappist mona 
stery or abbey at or near Dubuques 
Towa, closer to him. Personally, | 
took a great liking to Spencer anc 
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Piffard. Spencer is a Shangri-La as 
Piffard is growing to be, 
Sincerely, 
V. J. K. 
Pennsylvania 


Wants A Cooler Garb — 


Y all means, let’s “kick the 

idea around” as Father Robt. 
| Turgeon, S.M. from Nampa, Idaho 
wrote in the May Priest concern- 
, ing “some sort of an insignia” for 
the priest. 


The priests in Japan during the 
hot summer months are permitted 
to wear a white, collar-attached 
} shirt, with a little metal cross in 
' the left breast. The Japanese are 
sometimes pointed out as good 
“mimics,” following the good de- 
velopments of others and perhaps 
| doing them better. But in this in- 
stance, the Japanese hierarchy and 
clergy are a bit ahead of our bro- 
thers in the U.S. Let those who 
want ‘to continue wearing the Ro- 
man collar and suit during July 
and August in such cool places as 
New York, Washington, etc. do so 
— but please make it possible for 
priests who want to observe re- 
ligious decorum and not go 
around in a Hawaiian blazer to 
avoid b.o., prickly heat, and what 
not, by our hierarchy approving 
a similar dress as granted to the 
priests in Japan. 


I might add that with the new 
materials, and the long sleeves, 
the collar attached white shirt 
makes a very neat appearance. 
The black pants and white shirt 
immediately mark the man — and 
whatever insignia, metal cross, 
or Papal-tiara-button that may be 
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decided jupon would make the 
priest just as easily recognizable 
as one who is crucified with a Ro- | 
man collar and a black suit (no | 
matter how “air-conditioned”) 
with a white sweat line around © 
the arm pits in several places. 


I can suggest this, because, 
thank God, I am in a mission 
field where we go around in | 
sandles, a white habit! We get | 
soaked with perspiration too... | 
but our garb is practical. Eric | 
Gill would have some remarks to 
make on the “strait jacket” that 
priests in the U.S. have to wear 
in the summer. We _ sometimes | 
smile at the bonnets of our Sis- 
ters ... and applaud the modifi- 
cations made. By all means, let us | 
continue the “dialogue” 
subject in the pages of THE 
Priest. Perhaps some of our re- 
ligious supply houses who adver- 
tise in THE Priest might print a 
few suggestions . .. “This is sug- 
gested by Father So-and So, a 
priest in good standing in the dio- 
cese of so-and-so...” With a P. 
S., “However, we cannot supply 
this until it meets with your Bish- 
op’s approval!’ 

Respectfully in Christ, 
“Cool Neck” 


The Late-Comers 


HAVE a problem. I am sure that 

many, many other pastors have 
the same problem. Our people 
continually come late to Mass. I 
would very much like to see this 
problem discussed in THE PRIEsT. 
Maybe somewhere, someone has 
come up with an answer or at 
least a partial solution. 

Furthermore, the later the 
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Mass, the more there are who — 


come late. The evening Mass is 
the worst of all. 


“Start Mass on time and the 
people will come on time,” is not ~ 


the answer. Here we start every 


Mass every Sunday right on time. 


Frequent reminders from the pul- 


pit or in the bulletin seem to — 


make little impression. 


I would like to hear some so- 
lution to the problem. Maybe 
some of our brother-priests have 
licked it., 

, In Christo, 
_ Worried Pastor 


Information, Please! 
young lady 


Primer on Roman Catholicsim by 
Stanley I. Stuber (Association 
Press, N.Y., 1953). It is available 
through our local county library. 
Perhaps some reader could help 
me with the following questions: 

1. Who is Stuber? Is he or was 
he ever a practicing Catholic? 

2. Has the book ever rated a 
review anywhere in the Catholic 
Press? 

3. Who were the “several Ro- 
man Catholic scholars, among 
whom were two official censors 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
(who) examined drafts of the 
manuscript line by line and word 
by word”? 

4. Has any Catholic scholar ever 
answered the “Protestant Point 
of View” as presented in the var- 
ious theses concluding each chap- 
ter? 

In unum— 
Michigan 
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currently under 
instruction brought me a 


